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LXXXVIL. An Explication of all the In-

¢riptions in the Palmyrene Language and
Charater bitherto publifd, In five Let-
ters from the Reverend Myr. John Swinton,

M. A. of Chrift-Church, Oxford, and

F.R. 8. to the Reverend Thomas Birch,.
D. D. Secret. R. S.

LETTER L

SIR, Chrift-Charchy Oxford, May 30, 1754,
Read Junezo, (YEveral copies of the Ruins of Pal-
1754 myra reached Oxford, towards the

clofe of December 1743; one of which was pur-
chafed by the Reverend Mr. Godwyn, Fellow: of Bal-.
liol College, a gentleman of great learning, and an
eminent tutor of that houfe. At his invitation,. I

looked over with him the finithed plates, exhibiting

to our view thofé noble remains.of antiquity; which
gave both: of us infinite pleafure and delight ; though
we then only caft our eyes upon the infcriptions, and
particularly thofe that are the fubje of this letter,
in a curfory manner. '

In the beginning of January 1754, Mr. Godwyn
informed me, that he had difcovered feveral letters.
of the Palmyrene alphabet, by the help of the Greek
infcriptions correfponding with fome of thofe drawn.
in the Palmyrene chara&er ; and that he could even
decipher a few words in feveral of the latter infcrip-
tions. At the fame time, he defired me to apply my--
felf to the interpretation of thofe infcriptions, and the

difcovery
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difcovery of the Palmyrene alphabet. ‘This, I told
him, I could not then do; being engaged in a work
of another nature, which I was obliged to difpatch
with all the.expedition poffible. However, I affured
him, that I would fpend now-and-then an hour or
two upon thofe infcriptions, when tired withworking,
and try what I could make of them. Having therefore
borrowed a copy of the Ruias of Palmyra, on Sa-
‘turday, January 12, 1754, I began, about five o’clock
in the afternoon, to compare the 16th, 17th, and 19th
Greek inferiptions with the 8th, gth, and 10th Palmy-
rene, with all the attention I was capable of ; and, in
lefs than two hours time, did not only find out twenty
letters of the Palmyrenealphabet,but likewife could in~
terpret, to my own fatisfaction, the three laft-mention-
ed infcriptions. Between feven and eight o’clock, Mr.
Godwyn fent me {feveral words belonging to fome of
the other infcriptions, in the Hebrew charaéter, the
fignifications of which he had, as he apprehended,
difcovered, and the powers of cighteen different Pal-
myrene letters, as they appeared to him, in order to
facilitate my inquiries, ’I'is worthy obferyation, that
he affigned all thefe letters the fame powers and
places in the alphabet I had done; which con-
firmed me in my opinion, that I could not be very
remote from truth. The form of the element Koph
appeared to me. at firft to reprefent Hbeth; but the
word E¥PN. AKIM, POSVIT, EREXIT, &c. foon
afterwards gave me fufficiently to underftand, that I
was miftaken. We likewife both found, that this
chara&er fometimes occupied the place of Mem ;
“though fcarce the leaft affinity is to be obferved be-
tween the forms of Koph and Mem, either in the

Pheenician or the Chaldee alphabet.
48 2 The
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~ 'The unexpected fuccefs, I had met with, excited
me afterwards to examine the letters and words of
feveral other Palmyrene infcriptions, even fome of
thofe, which had no Greek ones to an{fwer them. The
latter however, for fome time, not a little embar-
raffed me; as I found the {fpirit and genius of them
very different from thofe of the others 5 though, with
pleafure, I obferved, that in the moft effential points
the three completeft of them agreed. But, notwith-
ftanding this, before the clofe of Thurfday, Ja-
nuary 17, 1754, I had difcovered twenty-one letters
of the Palmyrene alphabet ; and could, asI imagined,
tranflate into Latin and Englith feven of the thirteen
infcriptions, drawn in the Palmyrene charater,
three of which had no correfpondent Greek inferip-
tions. In fine, before the end of February 1754, I
thought myfelf able to explain all the thirteen in-
friptions, except the twelfth, which had feveral
of its letters defaced; though I foon found out
the date it bore, whichindeed was vifible enough, as
well as pexceived the true turn and nature of it. I
likewife had made myfelf fully acquainted with the
forms and powers of all the Palmyrene letters, except
thofe of Tzade; which, if I am not greatly miftaken,
X baye fince certainly difcovered. To the preced-
ing fhort account of the gradual progrefs made in the
fuppofed interpretation of thefe infcriptions, from
the beginning to the end of it, I thall beg leave to fub-
join here the Palmyrene alphabet, with fome ligatures
of the letters. After which will follow a Latin and
Englith verfion of fix Palmyrene  infcriptions, not a
little illuftrated by the Greek ones anfwering to them;
and of four of thofe, that have no correfpondent Greek
infcriptions. "To which I fhall add a few curfory re-

marks,
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marks, and the particular days on which the expli-
cations of the infcriptions were fuppofed to have
been hit upon ; that the true dates of thefe explica-
tions (if fuch the learned gentlemen of the Royal
Society fhould allow them to be), may, with the ut-
moft precifion, be afcertained.

M. 6:?3 .
T4 PAVLMYRENE Alplkabet cornpeared with tee HEBREW.,

Palmyr. Hebr, Palmyr. Hebr
Alepehy N XN Q. R \Zamed YV 6Y ... 5
Beth JII43....... D\ Morre  SIBSHFARBI DD
Gemel A({ L ... N |\ Ve 5805%55....... 1%
Dateta LTIV | Sommech TYORNT ... D
He XXX ... N\gm YIIYIY...D
Ve 20023 \R1.N |2 3333 .........9Y
Zame /oo . N | Bade ‘{--_-------..-__3'?
et ﬂm:(”“”{“ Rople: SISV TS ... P
Zethe 6o 0 |Ryat  LTYYNYXYLN
Jod YA L8 g‘p’fz”” }bﬂ-@b---“.--{g
Cpte JIBS oo N Thae PSSP AS N

LIGATVRES of the PALMYRENE ZeZerys .
WPz oAy | SN | Inauvk| 1Dy
w24 DY MDA Sowg| Y029 2y
MAL| WY NS I ey
Spxs| M) R0ug| oD
\ Py MAS| VA Pk &

Infeription
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Infeription VIIIL
See Plate xxv, Number virr.

NEWEN OREEP N ONOUED
DOV RN NDANN NPT
Dipp N DYIUED DO

SEPTIMIVM VORODEN ' EXCELLENTISSIMVM
PROCVRATOREM DVCENARIVM ET ARGAPETAM
POSVIT IVLIVS AVRELIVS SEPTIMIVS IADA HIP-
PICVS::::crsrs

IVLIVS AVRELIVS SEPTIMIVS IADA HIPPICVS ::::
PLACED SEPTIMIVS VORODES, THE MOST EXCEL-.
LENT PROCYRATOR DVCENARIUS AND ARGA-
PETA, here.

January 12th, 1754.

Infcription I1X.
See Plate xxv, Number 1x.

NSWBN DWDLIP M DL
o'oY DPR XD XUWpT
(111293 XPDP 92 MDY 5NN

SEPTIMIVM VORODEN EXCELLENTISSIMVM
PROCVRATOREM DVCENARIVM ET' ARGAPETAM
POSVIT IVLIVS AVRELIVS SALMA FILIVS CASSI-
ANI FILIL :::::::

IVLIVS AVRELIVS SALMA, ‘THE SON OF CASSI-
ANVS, THE SON::::::: PLACED SEPTIMIVS VO-
RODES, THE MOST EXCELLENT PROCVRATOR
DVCENARIVS AND ARGAPETA, here.

January. 12th, 1754.
Infcription
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- Infeription X.
Sée Plare xxv, Number x;
NEWEN a':‘a,amp “m ooMD
RPT> OPN M1 Npy
sty 13 Sy obwe odr
b aosp 1 arwon
558 s w7y N

SEPTIMIVS VORODES EXCELLENTISSIMVS PRO-
CVRATOR DVCENARIVS QVEM ROSVIT AMICIL-
TIZ NOMINE IVLIVS AVRELIVS NABIBAL FILIVS
SAODOIDZ (vel SAODVTI) DVCTOR EXERCITUS
COLONIZE HONORIS CAVSA ANNO DLXXIV MENSE
APELLZO.

SEPTIMIVS VORODES, THE MOST EXCELLENT
PROCVRATOR DVCENARIVS, WHOM IVLIVS AV.
RELIVS NABIBAL, THE SON OF SAODVTYVS, GE-
NERAL OF THE COLONY’S FORCES, ON ACCOVNT
OF FRIENDSHIP, PLACED here, IN. ORDER TO DO
HIM HONOVR, IN THE. YEAR. DLXXIV, and. THE
MONTH APELLZEVS.

Jpnuary 12th, 1754+

Remarks on thefe Infcriptions..

1. They feem to have appertained originally, tho’
probably all of them were infaribed either on pillars
or pedeftals, to three flatues of SEPTIMIVS VO-
RODES, and to have applied. to thofe flatues the
name of the perfon they reprefented. This is fo
clear from the ftile of the infcriptions themfelves,
that I thall infift no farther upon it here. "

2.. The
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2. The two firft of them are imperfe&, the latter
part-of both having been apparently defaced.

3. The word NABIBAL, which is undoubtedly
the true reading, as I have reftored it here, that has
been partly deformed and partly effaced by time, or
elfe not exactly taken, in the third line of the tenth
infcription, may be recovered by the affiftance of
the Greek one anfwering to it.

4. I have taken the liberty to fuppofe the letter
wanting in the beginning of the laft word in the fourth
line of that infcription to be Lamed; which fuppo-
fition the oriental eritics will perhaps allow to be
not very remote from truth. For, M5, may either
be exprefled in Latin AMICITIA NOMINE, PRO
AMICITIA, or (as Lamed, according to Schindler,
Lex. Pent. p. 9014, is fometimes an article of the
accufative cafe) AMICVM SVVM ; any of which
expreflions will come near enough to TON EAT-
TOT $IAON, in the correfpondent Greek one, and be
perfectly confonant to the tenor of both infcriptions.

5. The diale&, in which thefe Palmyrene infcrip-
tions are written, is moft certainly the Syriac. This
1s rendered inconteftable by the words =@'PX, SUR-
GERE FECIT, POSUIT, EREXIT, STATUIT;
73, FILIUS ; 8P, HONORIS CAUSA ; nomb,
or 8319, PRO AMICITIA ; which manifeftly be-
long to that dialect.

6. But, notwithftanding this, feveral of the words
they exhibit, fuch as KPATICTCC, EIITPOIIA,
ACTPATHI'A, DVCENARA, and COLONIA,
are indifputably of Greek and Latin extration.

7. In the third line of the tenth infcription, the word
AVRELIVS wants the letter R ; and in the fourth, the
word ACTPATHTI A the letter T, That this is an un-

doubted
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doubted truth, we may fairly infer from the third line

of the eighth infcription, and the fecond of the
fourth ; where both thefe words drawn out at length,
after the oriental manner, evidently occur.

8. The true reading of the word APTATIETHN,
in the fixteenth and feventeenth Greek infcriptions,
which neither Dr. Halley, Dr. Bernard, Dr. Smith,
nor Mr. Seller could afcertain, is clearly difcovered
by the word () ARGABETA, in the fecondline of
the eighth, as well as of the ninth, Palmyrene infcrip-
tion; both of which are here exhibited to qur view.

9. The tenth infcription, the lateft of thofe whofe
dates have been preferved, did not precede the 574th
year of the ra of Seleucus, nearly coincident with
the 263d of CHrisT; having been drawn out in
the month Apelleis, or December, that year. This
therefore will fix the date, that the correfpondent
Greek infcription originally bore ; and confequently
render that infcription fomething more complete; than
it was before.

10. 1t appears from thefe infcriptions, that the let-
ter Vau was fometimes pronounced by the Palmy-
renes, in the third century after Carist, like O, and
at other times like OV or V; as alfo that they fome-

(a) It feems to appear from the word APTABIA, which in Lee
denotes a fort of hamper, ufed by the cavalry chiefly for the carriage
of water, that APIAIIETHC, APTABETHC, or ARGABETA,
fignified an officer at Tadmor, whofe province it was to fupply the
troops with water, in order to fupport them in their march over
the vaft defarts furrounding that place. Nor can it be doubted, but
fuch an officer muft have been extremely neceflary in a city diftin.
guifhed from all others by fo remarkable a fituation.

Vid. Leonis Imperat. Tac?ic. Cap. xiii. S. 11. Filip. Pigafetta,
in annotat. ad Leon. ibid. Mauric. Lib. vii. p. 143. Upfaliz, 1664.

Vid. etiam Carol. Du Frefn. Gloffar. ad Scriptor. med. & infim.
Erezcitat. in voc. APTABIA.

4 T times
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times affigned to their Berh the power of the Greek
Pi: of which other examples will likewife here-
after be produced. '

Infeription L
See Plate xx1v, Number 1.

Moy 925 8w

M5 adyS

J’S’P& 23 S 1::

PPN NP

N N3

1 v

™57 haw
NOMINI BENEDICTO TIMOR IN SECVLVM IVL.
AVR. PRO PATRE NOSTRO (vel PRO PATRE) QVI
BT FILIVS AILZE (AILI vel ALLI) ZENOBII ACOBZEI
(ACOBENGSIS vel ACABENGSIS) dedicavit MENSIS TEBETH

DIE IV ANNO DXLIV.

TO THE BLESSED NAME BE FEAR FOR EVER:
IVL. AVR. dedicated this ON OVR (or HIS) FATHER’s
ACCOVNT, WHO WAS THE SON OF AILA ZE-
NOBIVS OF ACOBA, (or ACABA) THE FOVRTH
DAY OF THE MONTH TEBETH, IN THE YEAR
DXLIV.

January 15th, 1754.
Infeription II
See Plate xx1v, Number 11.

2 8 ¥05p5 e paad
by cbn 93 S139ar 2 S 9p axem
MR TS N N v

7 nw |
NOMINI
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NOMINI BENEDICTO IN SECVLVM BONO ET
MISERICORDI TIMOR COR. IVL. FILIVS ZABDIL.
BOLI FILHI MILCOMI OB SVAM ET FRATRIS EIVS
SALVTEM dedicavit MENSE TISRI ANNO DXXXIIIL.

TO THE BLESSED NAME, FOR EVER GOOD AND
MERCIFVL, BE FEAR: COR. IVL. THE SON OF
ZABDIBOL, THE SON OF MILCOM, dedicated this
FOR HIS OWN HEALTH or SAFETY, AND THAT OF
HIs BROTHER, IN THE MONTH TISRI, and THE
YEAR DXXXIIL

January 17th, 1754

Infeription  XIIL
See Plate xxv, Number x111.

23 ¥y 93 pbw oy st M has
mm3 m 59 o sen
NN A o YA

NOMINI BENEDICTO IN SECVLVM fimor PA-
RAVIT SALMON FILIVS NASAE FILH HIZE (vel
CHITZA) VTIQVE PROPTER SVAM ET LIBERO-
RVM EIVS SALVTEM ::::3: MENSE NISAN ANNO
CCCCXLVIL

TO THE BLESSED NAME FOR EVER be fear:
SALMON THE SON OF NASA, THE SON OF HIZA,
(or CHITZA) PREPARED (or DEDICATED) this ON
ACCOVNT OF HIS OWN HEALTH or SAFETY,
AND THAT OF HIS CHILDREN, IN THE MONTH
NISAN, and THE YEAR CCCCXLVH.

January 17th, 1754

Reémarks on thefe Inferiptions.

1. ‘The ftones that exhibit them feem to have

belonged to altars dedicated to “Fupizer, the chief of
4T 2 the
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the gods, or rather to the Supreme Deity, either in
confequence of vows formerly made, on account of
recoveries from dangerous fits of ficknefs; or for the
future health, fafety, and prefervation of the perfor-
therein mentioned. This fufficiently appears, not only
from the Greek infcription, which in fome meafure
exprefles the fenfe of the fiift of them, but likewife
from the tenor of them all. Nor can any thing
be more clear and explicit, than the terms of which
they are compofed.

2. The aforefaid Greek infcription only informs
us, that JVLIVS AVRELIVS, therein alfo mentioned,
dedicated an altar, on his father’s account, after he had
prayed to the deity, for whom that altar was defigned.
But the Palmyrene one anfwering to it has preferved
the very form of this fhort prayer, or ejaculation ;
which pretty nearly correfponds with that ufed by
the prophet Daniel, in chap. ii. ver. 20. as well as a
very noted oneof the Rabbins. Nor is it altogether
remote from a (‘a) {criptural expreffion, that now and
then occurs, - Nay, that the antient Syrians, or rather
the Syrian Jews, applied the word Now, NAME,
to GOD, or the Supreme Being, we learn from fome
(6) good authors. This opens a large field for re-
fleCtions, and fuggefts to us feveral remarkable par-
ticulars relating to the religion, or rather religions,
that prevailed at Tadmor, about the middle of the
third century.

3. Thofe particulars are likewife very clearly
pointed out to us by the fecond Palmyrene infcrip-
tion, which contains a fort of fhort prayer, or ¢ja-

(@) Val. Schind. Lex. Pentaglot. p. 247—250, 1886, &c.
(¢) Edm. Caftel. Lex, Hept. p. 3772, .- :

culation,
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culation, not unlike one in the beginning of the.
(a) Liturgy of the Syrian %accbite Chriftians, aLa-
tin verfion of which has been publithed by M. Re-
naudot. 'The thirteenth Palmyrene infcription gives
us to underftand, that the fame religion, or religions,
had been introduced at Tadmor, foon after the be-
ginning of the fecond century.

4. As a fimilar (%) infcription ftill remains, or
was very lately to be feen, near the well, or current
of hot fulphureous waters, which undoubtedly con-
ftituted in antient times one of the hot fulphureous
baths of Tadmor, it feems not improbable, that the
waters of thofe baths were medicinal; and that by
bathing themfelves therein, or drinking them, the
Palmyrenes were frequently cured of various diftem-
pers and indifpofitions. This, 1 fay, appears at leaft
not improbable, from the matier and fituation of
that infcription, in conjunéion with thofz which I
have here endeavoured to explain, and which had
in all likelihood at firft either the fame or a fimilar
fituation. So that thefe infcriptions, every thing con-
fidered, may be deemed mutually to fupport and
illuftrate one another.

5. From the word LABVNA, &M, P RO PA-
TRE NOSTRO, in the third line of th€ firft in-
{cription, we may infer, that the fecond letter Aleph
was either inadvertently omitted by the infcriber, or
virtually contained in the firft letter Lamed, or Lo-
mad. For LABVNA muft be rendered into Latin
PRO PATRE NOSTRO, or fimply PRO PA-

va) Eufeb. Renaud. Liturgiar, Oriental, Collect. Tom, ii. p. 2.
Parifiis, 1716. .
(b) Edw. Bernard. Monument. Palmyren, p. 4. Philofoph.
Tranfact. Vol. xix, N. 217, p. 10g-:
ot Vel i R 2T B 199 TRE;
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TRE; the Syrians (4) and Arabs fometimes apply-
ing it in that fenfe as a title, or mark of diftinction,
to the Jacobite patriarchs, and probably others, as
we learn from Al Makin. Nay, it feems as natural
to fuppofe, that the Syrians ufed the word ABVNA
promifcuoufly for OVR FATHER, and FATHER;
as that ABA, or ABBA, fhould have been admitted by
them in two fimilar fignifications. Nor can the words
ANTI I[TATPOS, in the correfpondent Greek infcrip-
tion, poffibly anfwer to anyother word, in that I am
confidering, than LABVNA. This will fuggeft to
us one or two curious obfervations, which I have
not time at prefent fo much as to touch upon.

6. The Syriac 3P, ZENOBIA, is exprefled
by the Greek ZHNOBIOT; and confequently muft
be looked upon as a mafculine proper name. But
whether the fame letters, amongft the Palmyrenes,
formed the proper name of Zemobia, the famous
queen or cmprcﬁ‘ of that nation, I cannot yet take
upon me to determine.

7. ACOBA, or ACABA, the city, as it fhould feem,
to which ZENOBIVS, mentioned in the firft infcrip-
tion, did originally belong, might poffibly have been the
capital of Acabene, a province or diftrit of Mefopo-
tamia,a region feparated from Palmyrene by the Eu-
phrates. ‘This diftri is placed by Ptolemy at no
great diftance from the Tigris; and its capital might
have been called by the Palmyrene Greeks, in the
third century, AKOHA. But that this was really

(a) Val. Schind. Lex. Pentaght. p. 8. Geor. Elmacin. Hifl..
Saracen. p. 144, 145, 151, 152, & alib. pafs.
the
1 '
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the fown the inferiber had in view, I muft not pre-
thmae pofitively to affirm.

8. From the firft of thefe Palnwyrene infcriptions,
if the fixth line of it be exaétly copied, and the
Greek one anfwering to it, we may fairly colle&,
that the fourth day of the month Tebeth was coin-
cident with the twenty-fourth of Aydynaus, the Ma-
cedonian month ; and confequently that thofe two
months were not precifcly the fame, as we find inti-
mated (a) by Dr. Fabricius. The former of them
began ori the twcl:?r-ﬁr{k day of the latter, if the
authority of our-infcription in this point may be
intirely depended upon. Hence likewife it moft
evidently appears, that Zebesh was the name of a
Syrian, as well as of an Hebrew, month.

9. Though the Palmyrenedialeét be almoft, in all
refpeQs, the fame with the Syriac; - yet-it muft be al-
lowed, that fome Hebrew words occur in thefe in-
fcriptions, Of this YD, in the firft and fecond, and
2. in the ffth, to omit other inftances of the fame
kind, are-inconteftable proofs. For which we may
eafily account, if we confider, that many (5) Jews, as
well as Chriftians, were fettled in the territories of the
Palmyrenes. “Tis remarkable, that thoughtheword %,
BAR, is ufed here for SON in the enumerations of
~ defcents; yet M3, according to the Syriac form,
HIS CHILDREN, prefents itfelf to our view to-
wards the clofe of the thirteenth infeription. - As to
the word . """, it muft be owned to be likewife of

(a) Jo. Albert. Fabric. Menah. p. 16, 42. Hamburgi, 1712
(4) Selles’s dntiq. of Palmyr. Chap. xix.

the
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the Syriac form; and confequently not to have been’
improperly ufed by the Palmyrenes. The fam¥&
may be faid of the word *NM¥N, apparently dedu-
cible from (2) N, FRATER; as the letters
1 and 73 are of the fame organ, have frequently a
pronunciation extremely fimilar, and were therefore
undoubtedly often taken and ufed for one another
Unlefs we fuppofe, that the word was originally upon
the ftone *MAN, which will bring it to the pure Sy-
riac form; and this for various reafons, efpecially
as that very term is exhibited by the third inferip-
tion, the moft antient of all, in the very fame fenfe,
I'am inclined to believe.

10. That the proper names ZABDIBOL, MIL-
COM, SALMON, NASA, and HIZA or CHITZA,
in the fecond and thirteenth infcriptions, which have
no Greek ones to anfwer them, are either of Syriac,
Chaldee, or Hebrew extrattion, from fome of the
(4) beft oriental lexicographers moft clearly appears.
As for HIZA, or CHITZA, this muft be allowed
to be a pure Syriac word ; though I remember not
to have met with it as a proper name in any antient
author. The fecond infcription bears date in the
month 7ifri, and the 5§33d year of the @ra of Se-
leucus, or A. D. 222, foon after Alexander Seve-
rus had afcended the imperial throne. The thir-
teenth is 76 years older, having been drawn A. D.
136, in the reign of the emperor Hadrian, and
about two years before the death of that prince.
The altar on which the firft appears infcribed was

(a) Val. Schind. Lex, Pent. p. 54. Ver[. Syr. in GEN.iv. 8, 21
(b) Val. Schind. Lex. Pentagl#t, pafs, Edm. Caftel. Lex. Hep-
taglet. pafs.

er=Cted
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ereted in the year of CHRIST 233, in the month
Tebeth, or Aydyneus, when Alexander Severus was
engaged in the Parthian war. *Tis obfervable, that
the forms of fome of the letters, and particularly
that of the %od, or Fud, in the third and thirteenth
infcriptions, confiderably differ from thofe of the
fame elements, that have been preferved by the
others, which are of a later date. But notwith-
ftanding this, that all the letters forming thefe Pal-
myrene infcriptions are to be deduced from the fame
fource, will, I believe, be univerfally allowed.

Infeription XII.
See Plate xxv, Number x11.
Nw3 13 3pp5an 93 NnmoN

nbam 23 Sorbxnnn

AMTACHA FILIVS TEBELACABI FILII NASAE
AMTALEHSAL FILIVS VAHBALATHI. ‘

AMTACHA THE SON OF TEBELACAB, THE SON
OF NASA; AMTALEHSAL THE SON OF VAHBALATH.
January x7th, 1754. '
Infcription XI.
See Plate xxv, Number x1.
A 93 Smriba
mbam 23 wpn

'BALMICHAL FILIVS MOGIATHATHI
MAZO FILIVS VAHBALATHL

4 U BAL-
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BALMICHAL ‘THE SON OF MOGIATHATH,
MAZO THE SON OF VAHBALATH.
January 136, 1753,

Remarks on thef® Infetiptions.

1, They feem both to have been mutilated, tho’
the eleventh has fuffered more than the other;
fome of its letters being pastly defaced, and partly
deformed, by time, o | 'v

2. That they confift of the proper names of men,
conne@ed by the word BAR, SON, is obvious to
every one, who reads them. - '

3. That thefe men were perfons of diitin&ion,
and filled fome of the higheft pofts in the ftate, there
is great reafon to believe, »

4. That the names themiclves, a3 exhibited here,
are of oriental extration, tho’ the reafon of their
impofition, at this diftance of time, is not known,
{a) can by no means be denied.” ,

5. In the twelfth infcription, as well as the ele-
venth, tho’ in the latter it is fomething deformed,
the proper name VAHBALATH, or VABALA-
THYVS, (which has alfo been preferved by coins) in
the Palmyrene charatter, manifeftly occurs.

6. That the dates of thefe inferiptions, if any were
‘ever vifible in them, muft bave been pofterior to the
447th year of Seleucus, or the 136th of CHR1sT,
the forms of the letters themitlves, and particularly
that of the Jad, or: Fud, exidently prove.

(a) Val. Schind, Lex., Pentagled. p. 1648, 1220, Y050, 949,

2960, 1372, &, i
4 - Infcription:
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Incription V.
See Plate xxiv, Number v,

23 7 DY0ED vy Nt Mpbn

B MY NPBOPID MM

DN N5 D ™ M

an% M b a3 Dwds

Bv3 8PS xna M b ;

7 row 1 "wn
SORS five PORTIO eft HAC SEPTIMII ARANE FI-
LII ODZANATHI SENATORIS CLARISSIMI ET VIRI
PRIMARIT civitatis TADMOR QVAM EI EREXIT AV-
RELIVS PHILINVS FILIVS MARII PHILINI MILES
EMERITVS IACVLATOR five PILANVS LEGIONIS
PARTHICA HONORIS CAVSA MENSE TISRI ANNI

DLXIIL

THIS IS THE LOT, or PORTION, OF SEPTIMIVS
ZRANES, A MOST ILLVSTRIOVS SENATOR, AND
A PRINCIPAL PERSON IN THE CITY OF TADMOR ;
WHICH AVRELIVS PHILINVS, THE SON OF MARIVS
PHILINVS, A VETERAN OF THE PARTHIAN LE-
GION, WHO HAD SERVED AS A LANCIER, ERECTED
TO HIS HONOVR, IN THE MONTH TISRI OF THE
YEAR DLXIIL

February 2d, 1754.

Infcription VII. |

See Plate xxiv, Number vi1.
obme oy 11 AN aphn
KOV 37 MY 8B 3 monby
NP DR N NS SN
NO™ 10 WD N 0N 1

po7 M

4U2 SORS
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SORS five PORTIO eft HAC IVLII AVRELII SAL-
MALATHI FILII MALZA HEBRZI PRINCIPIS vel DVC-
TORIS CATERVA Mercatorum QVAM STATVIT EI
SENATVS POPVLVSQVE QVOD DOMVM REDVXIT
CATERVAM Mercatorum DE RE FAMILIARI GRATIS
eam SVSTENTANS ANNO DLXIX.

THIS IS THE LOT, or PORTION, OF IVLIVS AV-
RELIVS SALMALATH, THE SON OF MALA, A
IEW, PRINCE, CHIEF, or LEADER, OF THE CARA-
VAN of Merchants; WHICH THE SENATE AND PEO--
PLE HAVE DECREED HIM, BECAVSE HE CON-
DVCTED HOME THE CARAVAN, AND SVPPORTED
1T AT HIS OWN EXPENCE, IN THE YEAR DLXIX.

February gth, 1754.

Remarks on thefe Inferiptions.

1. From the words NP, [N, AIRAN, ODI-
NATH, or ZRAN, ODANATH, and N>, to-
gether with the words AIPANHN OAAINA®OT,
H BOTAH, in the correfpondent Greek infcription,
it plainly appears, that the letter A4/eph, amongft the
Palmyrenes, fometimes anfwered to A, fometimes
to E, and fomctimes to O, about the middle of the
third century.

2. From the words NP'BIPI0. SENATORIS,
N98 N, MARITI PHILINI, D995 D>\, AV-
RELIVS PHILINVS, &¢. we may colle&, that
one of the Palmyrene terminations of Greek and
Latin words in the oblique cafes was N; but
that the people of Tadmor, in the nominative cafe,
~when they wrote fuch words in their own characer,
generally preferved the Greek and Latin termina-

tions.
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tions. See the eighth, ninth, and tenth of the Palmy-
rene infcriptions.

3. The proper name ) MALA, in the feventh
infcription, feems to anfwer to MAAHC, in the fe~
venth of Dr. Bernard’s Greek Palmyrene inferip-
tions; though the terminations of thofe words are
not intirely the fame. The proper names, or fur-
names, NP NOO¥ are alfo in like manner repre-
fented by CAAMHC 1AAHC, as has been already
obferved. As for the name, or furname, SALCA-
LATH, or SALMALATH, it only occurs in the
feventh of Mr. Dawkins’s Palmyrene infcriptions,
which I have here been attempting to explain,

4. Though the diale&, in which the two inferip-
tions I am confidering are written, be apparently the
Syriac; yet the word 39, IACVLATOR, in one of
them, as has been already remarked, is undoubtedly
Hebrew. As for &‘713» BOTAH, DD, AHMOC, and
Npw5pID, CTNKAHTIKA, or rather CYNKAHTI-
KON, they are moft evidently Greek. In one
of thefe infcriptions, the word ¥, PRINCEPS,
VIR PRIMARIVS, appears without either the
N or the *, inferted as the middle letter; which
fometimes, tho’ very rarely, happens. The word
N, CATERVA, is applied to the Ithmael-
ites, as merchants, Gen. chap. xxxvii, ver. 23,
in the Syriac verfion ; which, with the word AP-
XEMIIOPON, exhibited by Mr. Dawkins’s thir-
teenth Greek infcription, agreeing in fignification
with our XYY 29, plainly fhews, that I have hit
upon the true fenfe of that term here. 'The furname
PHILINVS and the name MARIVS are only vifi-
ble in the fifth of thefe Palmyrene inferiptions

Mr.
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Mr, Dawkins’s eleventh Greek one prefenting no-
thing of that kind to our view, but ATPHAI::::
and past of the word HAIOAQPOT, if that be ex-
a@ly taken, We may conclude, from the fifth Pal-
myrene infcription, that the people of Tadmor, if not
the Syrians in general, when it was written, called Par-
thia BATRA, or BATRIA ; which in found ap-
proaches pretty near to the BACTRIA of the antients,
The name 1, TADMOR, coafifting of five letters,
and not of four only, as has hitherto been generally, if
not always, fuppofed, occurs in the fame infcription.
The two laft words of the fourth line of the fe-
venth have either not been fo well preferved as the
others, or not fo accurately taken. They may never-
thelefs be read either 103 . EX SVO MARSV-
PIO, or M |, GRATIS DE RE FAMILIARI;
either of which lections is confonant enough to the
tenor of the infeription. 'The latter, which I have
chofen here, feems however to be better fupported
by the correfpondent Greek infcription ; as the Sy-
riac (M exadtly anfwers to the adverb ITPOIKA.
there. Should the critics allow the words 0 1,
as they now appear upon the face of the infcription,
to ftand ; the Syriac 10" muft be of the fame im-
port with the Hebrew fw», PECVNIA, DIVITIA,
RES FAMILIARIS, &c. though it has for its mid-
dle letter Samech, inftead of Schin. Nor indeed is
this to be wondered at, as the Syrians fometimes
ufed the former for the latter of thofe elements. That
word, upon the foregoing fuppofition, fuffers here
an ellipfis of the particle 3 BE; as is evident from
Mr. Dawkins’s thirteenth Greek infcription, with
the fragments of which the feventh Palmyrene one
' ' extremely
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extremely welt agrees.. Such ellipfes as this were
antiently not uncommon, #ccording to Noldius (4).

> From the feventh infdription it appears not im-
probable, that fomie eminent Jewifh merchants,
about  the middle of the third century, refided at
Tadmor. That infoription therefore may perhaps
be allowed tp {fupport the authority of Photius; who
has nat fcrupled to- affert, that the famows Zenobia
herfelf profeffed the Jewith religion (2).

6. From the two infcriptions now before us, and
the others written in the fame chara@er, we may
faicly infer, that the ufe of the Chaldee letters (be~
tween which and the Palmyrene there is (o furptiz«
ing an affinity, that they may not improperly be ¢on-
fidered as: the fame) prevailed at Tadmor, and in all
the neighbouring parts of Syria, that were at ho
great diftance from the confines of ‘Chaldwa, or
Irik, in the firft, fecond, and third centuries after
CHrist. For the aldeft of them was drawn out in
the month Bk, or September, and the year of Selew-
cus 360, nearly coincident with the 4¢th of Carist ;
the thisteenth of them in the month Nifan, or Apri,
of the year of Selewcus 447, anfwering to the year
of Curist 1365 the filth, that I have been juft at-
tempting to explain, in the month 7if#4, and the
year of Seleucus 563, or of Carisr 243, when Tre-
bonianuet Gallus direted the Roman affairs; the
feventh, that I have been likewife now endeavour-

() Chriftian, Nold. Cotcordant. Particular, Ebrwe-Chaldaic,
&c. p. 164, &c. Jenw, 1734
- {?) ‘Ph(:;t"vCad. €%, p. 1469, 1470, Rothomagi, 1653.

ing
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ing to decipher, in the year of Seleucus §60, which
correfponds with the 248th of the Chriftian wra;
and all the others, that bear any dates, in the fame
century. Neither the prefent Syrian letters there-
fore, nor theMend=an or Nabathean charaGters, feem
to have been ufed by the Syrians bordering upon
Irik, during the three firft centuries after CHRIST ;
nor confequently in' any other interval whatfoever
preceding the commencement of that period. Se
that thefe infcriptions may, with fufficient propriety,
be confidered in the light of manufcripts, written in
the Chaldee or Hebrew chara&er, 1500, 1600, and
even 1700 years old.
7. With regard to the numeral charalers, ex-
hibited both by the infcriptions at prefent in view,
and the others tranfmitted down to us in the Pal-
myrene language, it maynot be improper to obferve,
that the letter 47z, or at leaft a charader fimilar to
it, in the firft place,; annexed to a fort of mark or fign
of an unufual form, fometimes denoting TEN, ftands
for 500, and in the laft place alone for the number
Five. The Palmyrene Pe, which refembles the figure
3, reprefents the number TWENTY; and unity is ex-
prefled by the Pelafgic or Attic character I, which was
likewife antiently ufed by the Romans. Hence it ap-
pears, that this kind of notation was undoubtedly very
antient in the Eaft ;- and might poffibly have prevailed
amongft the Syrians, feated not far from the fron-
tiers of Arabia and Irik, and even amongft the
Arabs and Chald®ans themfelves, feveral centuries
before the birth of Curist; though from whence
the Syrians firft received it, or how they came firft
to
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to hit upon it themfelves, I have not yet been able
to difcover.

To the preceding remarks many others might
have been added, relating to the hiftory of Tadmor,
aswell as to the genius, government, cuftoms, re-
ligion, language, &c. of the inhabitants of that
once moft flourithing city. But, as I intend here-
after, when I can find a little relaxation from the
bufinefs, in which I am at prefent engaged, if it fhall
pleafe Gop to grant me health, to publith a dif-
fertation upon the infcriptions tran{mitted down to
us in the Palmyrene character, and to confider every
thing material deducible from them in a proper
manner; 1 have here only attempted a bare tranflation
of the major part of them, and laid down a few cur-
fory remarks, which upon my firft perufal of them
occurred, in order a little to fupport and illuftrate
that tranflation. Befides, a minute difcuffion of all
the abovementioned particulars would have fwelled
this paper greatly beyond the bounds of a letter;
whereas my prefent intention is, only to fubmit a few
memoirs relating to thefe celebrated monuments of
antiquity to the judgment of our moft learned and
illuftrious Society ; that by this means my defign
may in fome meafure tranfpire, and come to the
knowlege of at leaft the moft difcerning part of the
public. I fhall offer no apology for the trouble now
‘given you, Sir, as I was informed that a fight of thefe
memoirs would not be unacceptable to you. In
the mean time, you will permit me only to add,
that T muft acknowlege myfelf obliged to the
Reverend and very Learned Mr. Sanford, Fellow of
Balliol College, as well as to Mr. Godwyn, for many'

4 X valuabie
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valuable hints, from time to time communicated to
me; and that I am, with the moft perfect efteem,

SIR,
Your moft obedient humble fervant,

John Swinton.

LETTER IL

Reverend Sir, Chrift-Church, Oxford, June 27, 1754.

Read July 5, T H E favourable reception, which my
1754 laftletter met with from the Royal So-
ciety, has encouraged me to trouble you with another
upon the famefubje&; and to fend you a Latin and Eng-
lithverfionof Mr.Dawkins’sthree remaining Palmyrene
infcriptions, attended by fuch thort remarks, as were
drawn up in order alittle to illuftrate and explain the
former. And this I have been the more readily induced
to do, as I have, I think, fince difcovered more fully
the true notation of the Palmyrenes, at leaft from Uni-
Ty to 2 THOUSAND, and am thereby enabled to cor-
ret one or two flight errors, which had before efcaped
me. Ifhall therefore,without any farther preface or in-
troduction, immediately proceed to the point in view,
and confider the three infcriptions now before me,
in the fame manner I did the preceding ones; efpe-
cially, as I have had the pleafure to find, that the
method by me formerly obferved did not prove un-
acceptable to fo confiderable a part of the learned.

Infcription
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Infeription IV.
See Plate xx1v, Number 1v.

23 135 73 155 =3 &1 obw obe phn

" XA NP5 0N 11 1 s
1PN 81D e 0p DIMDSON KON

IO PRED! XD NP DWEOMD

PN R PRI O W 3N IONID3 13
Spar 15 amo m3 Sen namas wan o 23
N oM N obY BN aON

23] M N DI 8O3 NS PN

'SORS five PORTIO IVLI AVRELII ZABDILZ FILII
MALCHI FILII MALCHI FILII NASSVMI QVI IPSE
DVCTOR EXERCITVS COLONIZE IN ADVENTV DEI
ALEXANDRI CZESARIS ET MINISTER IVXTA SVF-
FICIENTIAM ET PERENNITATEM (i.e. DIGNVS ET
PERPETVVS LEGATVS) RVTILIL CRISPINI PRZA-
FECTI ET CHILIADVM (COPIARVM vel VEXILLA-
TIONVM) AMANDATARVM (vel DEDVCTARVM) IN
IVDICEM (i..e. IVDEX five QVESTOR) ET DE PECV-
LIO SVO (feu RE FAMILIARI) iis DONAVIT ET REPO-
SITO frumento PROSPEXIT ET PLVRIMA TRIBVTA
CVRAVIT ET PRECLARE REM EGIT SECVNDVM
'DONA (five PLENA MANV) PROVT hzc TESTATYVS
EST EI DEVS TARIBOLVS ET IVLIVS (PHILIPPVS)
ETIAM (vel PROPTER HZEC A DEO IARIBOLO ET
IVLIO (PHILIPPO) ITIDEM CONFIRMATA  atque
COMPROBATA) QVI DIGNVS ET EXCELSVS eft DO-
MINVS QVAM EI POSVIT SENATUS POPVLVSQVE
HONORIS CAVSA ANNO DLIV.

4 X-z THE
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THE LOT, or PORTION, OF IVLIVS AVRELIVS
ZABDILA, THE SON OF MALCHYVS, THE SON OF
MALCHVS, THE SON OF NASSVM, WHO WAS
COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE COLONY’S FORCES,
WHEN THE GOD ALEXANDER CAESAR ARRIVED
HERE, AND THE WORTHY AND PERPETVAL
LIEVTENANT OF RVTILIVS CRISPINVS THE PRA-
FECT, AND JVDGE, or QVASTOR, OF THE AVXILI-
ARY TROOPS, WHOM HE SVPPORTED AT HIS
OWN EXPENCE, AND WAS THEIR PVRVEYOR,
AND RECEIVED THE TRIBVTE, AND PRESIDED
WITH GREAT PRVDENCE AND GENEROSITY;
FOR THESE SERVICES, AS ATTESTED BY THE
GOD IARIBOLVS AND THE EXCELLENT LORD
IVLIVS (PHILIPPVS), THE SENATE AND PEOPLE
HAVE ERECTED THIS TO HIS HONOVR, IN THE
YEAR DLIV,

February 16th, 1754.

Infcription VI.
See Plate xx1v, Number vi.

o5 ob5 oram 851

13 oypop & PN 73

e e TONE

5125 93 T NawwONRD RS

07 NI AR Y3 NP 10

SENATVS POPVLVSQVE IVLIO AVRELIO FILIO
ODENATHI MADDZA (vel MATTHZA) SELEVCO Fi-
LIO:::::: ET SEEILADIO IIS SERVIENTI feu MI-
NISTRANTI et BENE SE GERENTI NEC NON DVC-
TORI EXERCITVS IPSI A SENATV ::::::: : HONE-
STATO (vl CVM IPSO EXIMIO EXERCITVS DvC-
TORE SENATVS POPVLIQVE PALMYRENI) SPONTE
DONAVIT (i e DECREVIT) HONORIS CAVSA

MENSE TISRI ANNI DLXVI
THE
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THE SENATE AND PEOPLE HAVE VOLVNTARILY
GIVEN, or DECREED, thefe TO IVLIVS AVRELILVS,
THE SON OF ODAENATHVS; MADDA, or MATTHA,
SELEVCVS, THE SON OF ::::::; AND SEEILADIVS,
WHO SERVED THEM WELL; AS ALSO TO THE
GENERAL, HONOVRED BY THE SENATE ::::::::
(or TOGETHER WITH THE RENOWNED GENERAL
OF THE SENATE AND PEOPLE OF TADMOR) IN
ORDER TO DO THEM HONOVR, IN THE MONTH
TISRI OF THE YEAR DLXVI.

February 21, 1754.
Infeription I,
See Plate xx1v, Number 111,
ow e Son -
v RO 139 N N
- wor Sy ma -
N3 92 Sapme 23 195 1
S 7 521 95 N M
i DR SN D 3 MD

11:1: 9P MAN D

IR T N

e
MENSE ELVL ANNI CCCLX DONVM HOC ATQVE
ARA ::: BADI AMRISAMSE ET ZEBIDA FI-

LIORVM MALCHI FILII TARIBOLIS FILII NASA RE-
POSITA five DONARIA MADDA fes MATTHA FI-
LII ABDEBALIS QVOD CVM ADIFICIVM COLLAP-
SVRVM TIMERET SERVVS EIVS ASCENDENS PA-
TREM SVVM SERA vel PESSVLO CLAVSVM ABSTV-
LIT ET PROPTER SALVTEM EORVM ET SALV-
TEM FRATRIS EIVS ET LIBERORVM SVORVM. N
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IN THE MONTH ELVL OQF THE YEAR CCCLX,
- THIS GIFT AND ALTAR WERE PLACED here BY
::::: BADVS, AMRIO’L SHEMS, AND ZEBIDA, THE
SONS OF MALCHVS, THE SON' OF IARIBOL, THE
SON OF NASA: RICH PRESENTS, or OFFERINGS,
were likewife placed on or near the Altar BY MADDA,
or MATTHA, THE SON OF ABDEBAL, BECAVSE
THAT, WHEN HE WAS AFRAID OF A HOVSE FAL-
LING, A SERVANT OF HIS WENT # VP, AND CARRIED
OFF HIS FATHER, WHO WAS LOCKED, or BOLTED,
IN; AND FOR THEIR SAFETY, HEALTH, or PREs
SERVATION, AS WELL AS FOR THE SAFETY,
HEALTH, or PRESERVATION, OF HIS BROTHER,
AND THEIR CHILDREN, .

February 25th, 1754.

Remarks on thefe Infcriptions.

1. It may be proper to obferve here, that I have
adhered as clofely to the original Palmyrene, in my
Latin verfion of thefe three laft inferiptions, which
are much more abftrufe than the others, as the ge-
nius of the Latin language would permit; though
I have taken greater liberties. in the Englith tranf-
lation, in order to render them more intelligible
to the generality of our Englifh readers.

2. The fourth infcription has been in the main
extremely well preferved, and difcovers more of the
true torn and genius of the Palmyrene dialect, than
any of the others. Of this X3, IN AD-
VENTYV, though it varies from the pure Syriac
form ; im0 85, IVXTA SVFFICIENTIAM ET
PERENNITATEM, an idiom that fufficiently
points out to us the nature of the language fpoken

# See Dr. Shaw’s Travels, p. 276,
by
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by the Palmyrenes; N8>, CHILIADES, for fo
it ought to be read, a word that feems peculiar
to that language, though apparently of Hebrew
or Syriac extrattion; mbNp3, DE PECVLIO;
P pedy PN, TRIBVTA MVLTA MVL-
TA, i. e. TRIBVTA PLVRIMA; MnB, SE-
CVNDVM DONA, i e. PLENA MANYV;
N, DOMINVS; to omit other inftances that
might be produced, are indubitable proofs. The
werds IVLIVS, AVRELIVS, COLONIA, CA-
SAR, CRISPINVS, HIEMONA, AHMOC,
BOTAH, and AAE=ZANAPOC difcover at firft
fight the fources from whence they are to be
deduced. The laft of thofe words has been a lit-
tle injured by time, feveral of the forms of its let-
ters being confiderably altered. ‘The third and fourth
elements of the fifth line of this infcription, as well as
the fecond, third, twenty-fecond, and twenty-eighth
(Thau and Nun in the Palmyrene alphabet being
extremely fimilar) of the fourth, have likewife
met with the fame fate ; to all which I have endea-
voured to reftore their primitive powers and forms.
In fine, this infcription may be confidered as a tolera-
ble good {pecimen of the language or diale& of the
Palmyrenes (a).

3. The words 13%5 =3 1052 93, BAR MAL-
CHV BAR MALCHYV, in the beginning of this
infcription, evidently confirm the ingenious con-
je@ure of the learned Mr. William Baxter, men-
tioned by Dr. Halley ; according to which, AIS-
MAAXOT, in the correfpondent Greek infcription,

r(a ) Vid. Schind, Lex. Pentaglet. & Caftel. Lex. Heptaglot.
pafs.

was



[ 720 ]
was inferted there inflead of MAAXOT TOY
MAAXOT. They at the fame time moft clearly
evince, notwithftanding what has been advanced to
the contrary by Dr. Bernard and Dr. Smith, that the
word AISMAAXOT is not of oriental extraGion.

4. The furname PHILIPPVS, which ought to have
followed IVLIVS, in the feventh line of this in-
fcription, does not appear ; though a chafm, or vacant
fpace, capable of containing a word of that fize,
prefents itfelf there to our view. This, in con-
- junétion with the parallel chafm, exhibited by the
Greek infcription, exprefling much of the fenfe of
the Palmyrene one I am confidering, amounts, in
my opinion, to an almoft irrefragable proof, that this
furname, as our great Dr. Halley formerly fuppofed,
was, after Philip’s treafon to the emperor Gordian
came to light, purpofely effaced.

5. The laft letter but one of the fixth line of our
Palmyrene infcription feems to refemble Daleth or
Refch, whereas it was undoubtedly defigned at firft
for Ajin; fo that the name to which it belongs
ought to be written in Hebrew or Chaldee letters
Syan~, IAREHBAAL, IARIHBAL, or IARIBOL,
i.e. DOMINVS LVNVS, From whence we may
certainly infer, as Dr. Halley has obferved, that this
deity was the DEVS LVNVS worfhiped by the
antient Syrians. I have therefore taken the liberty
to reftore the true reading here, by converting the
Daleth or Refch into Ajin; as alfo to infert the
word "3, BAR, FILIVS, notwithftanding it has
probably for many ages difappeared, as the laft in
the firft line of the infcription.

6. The numeral charaters preferved at the end

of this infcription merit the particular attention of
the
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the learned. From them, in conjuncion with the
numeral letters ftill vifible in the Greek one anfwer-
ing to it, we may certainly conclude, that the un-
ufual mark, formerly mentioned, alone properly de-
notes TEN, and with unity prefixed an Hun-
prED. This obfervation will enable me to correct
one or two fmall errors, in the dates before affigned
the fecond and tenth Palmyrene infcriptions. - The
former was drawn in the year of Seleucus §33,not 523,
as I then imagined ; and the latterin 474, not §64, as
T ventured to affert, In fine, by the fole affiftance of
thefe characers, and thofe of the fixth and feventh
Palmyrene infcriptions, as explained by the corre-
fpondent Greek numeral letters, I have conftructed
the following table of numbers, from UNiry to
a THousAND, according to the true and genuine

notation of the Palmyrenes.

PALMYRENE Nitmzralrfrm One % a Thouland.

agger

C(IX 333=/|C 3/ XXXI I =3IXVE /Y21 /
CIXX 2333 >/|C1 1= 1|XXXIT /I 3(XVIL /1Y S (I ]
CLXXX 3333-=>/|CII N2 XK R3XVIL Y D 1L 14
CXC 33332/ |CUL M2 I[XXXIV  Mr=3XIX  wny =W Il
cc SIHCIV e 1| XXXV Y R3|XX k1\% y
ccc >m\cv Y I|{XXXVI /Y *>3|XXI 13(VL 1y
CCCC  “2/Ay|CVI  IYy=(|XXXVIL /Yy 23|XXIL  /3|VIL Ny
D SyleVIL  #ys 1|XOXVIL /Yy 23| XX0L  H3(VIE  my
DC 2/Y|CVIIL  my= 1{XXXIX /Y R3[XXWV  3|IX Y
DCC Sny|Icx  amy=1[XL 33[XXV y3[X -
DCCC  dMmy|cx >/ |L “>33|XXVL  /Y3IXKI /P
DCCCC =my|cXx 341X 333XXVIL * /y3|XIL #>
M ST/ XXX 23R/|IXX P333[XXVIL /y3|XUL M=

CXL, 332/|LXXX  3333|XXIX /NY3|XWV =

CL “=233=/IXC =3333IXXxx 23IxXvy=>

4Y Hence
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Hence it appears, that the antient Palmyrenes, in
this part of their notation, ufed only four numeral
chara&ters; two of which were letters of their al-
phabet, or at leaft a fort of marks endued with fimi-
lar forms. So that this kind of motatjon 1aight have
prevailed amongft them feversl centuries before the
commencement of the Chriftian @ra. For we
learn from (4) Diodorus Siculus, that the Arabs of
Petra, or Al Hejr, on the confines of the defasts of
Syria, and at no very great diffance from the horders
of Irik, ufed the very fame letters with thofe of
the neighbouring Syrians, and therefore probably of
the people of Tadmor, 311 years before the birth of
Curist. This gives us fome reafon to believe,
confidering the fituation of the aforefaid Arabs, that
thefe letters could not have been very different from
thofe, which three or four centuries afterwards form-
ed the alphabet of the Palmyrenes.

7. It ought to be obferved, that the fourth infcrip-
tion is dated in the year of Seleucus §4, nearly coinci-
dent with the year of CurisT 243, towards the clofe
of Gordian’s reign ; and confequently before Philip’s
elevation to the imperial throne. This may be fairly
colle@ted from the ninth of Mr. Dawkins’s Greek
infcriptions, as well as from that drawn in the lan-
guage of the Palmyrenes, which I have here been
endeavouring to explain. From hence likewife it
feems plainly enough to appear, that the emperor
Alexander Severus himfelf was at Tadmor in the

(a) Diod. Sic. Bibliothec. Hiftaric. Lib. xix. p. 723. Edit, Rho-
doman. Hanoviz, 1604.

year
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year of our Lorp 233 ; when he marched againft
Artaxerxes, king of Perfia, overthrew him with
great flaughter, and forced him, after he had raifed
the fiege of Nifibis, to retire with fhame into his
own dominions.

8. I have taken the liberty to convert the fixth letter
in the fecond line of the fixth infcription, which
feems to refemble Mem or Koph, into Nun; as
ADINATH, or ODAENATHYVS, was the proper
name of feveral great perfonages at Tadmor ; whereas
we have little reafon to think, that fuch a pro-
per name as ADIMATH, ADICATH, ARI-
MATH, or ARICATH, was ever known amongft
the Palmyrenes.

9. The word MADA, or MADDA, feems to be
the fame proper name with MA®®A, or MAT-
THA, that occurs in the fifth of Dr. Bernard’s
Greek infcriptions.

to. That the three words following ACTPATHT A,
in the fourth line of this infcription (however dif-
figured or defaced by time, or inaccurately taken)
were originally what I have made them, is rendered
probable by the mutilated words MAPTTPH®EN. . .,
TEIMHCAMEN..., and BOTAH .., exhibited, as
well as the proper names CEAETKON and CEEIAA-
AT : :: 3, by the correfpondent Greek infcription.

11. With regard to the words 9521 ¥, which
likewife prefent themfelves to our view in the fixth
infcription, they cannot well admit of any other fenfe,
than that which I have affigned them. However, as
they can receive no manner of illuftration from the
fragments of the correfpondent Greek one, I only of-
fer this, as what appears to me at prefent the moft
probable ; efpecially, as the infcription I am confider-

4Y 2 ing
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ing feems to have {uffered more from the injuries of
time, than moft of the others, which I have here been
endeavourjug to explain,

12. The date of this infcription falls in with the
year of Seleucus 566, which nearly coincides with the
2 5 5th of CarisT, about two years after Valerian was
fixed upon the imperial throne.

13. With regard to the third infeription, I fhall
firft beg leave to remark, that in the age, in which
it was written, the Palmyrenes feem to have been
extremely fond of the letter Vau. This may
be clearly evinced from the words J¥1"7 and ",
written two hundred years afterwards 7 and "™
or N, which appear towards the clofe of the in=
feription.  Nor will this be any matter of furprize,
when it is confidered, that the Jews, whofe language
was then the Syriac, fometimes ufed the epenthe-
tic Vau, or a letter equivalent to it, a little before
the year in which our infcription was drawn; as
we may infer from the words ELOI, ELOI, in-
ftead of the Hebrew ELI, ELI, fpoken by our Sa-
viour upon the crofs, juft before he expired. That
the mutilated letter beginning the eighth line of this
infcription was originally an Aleph, and that the
word to which it belongs is to be deduced from the
root 12D, or NP, notwithftanding the epenthetic 77,
from whence, in the conjugation Aphel, is formed
FPI0N, or J¥INDN, if the natural and genuine fenfe
of the paflage be duly attended to, cannot, I think,
be well denied (a).

(@) Pafor. Lexic. p. 652. Ed. Schoettgen. Lipfiz, 1717. Schind.
ubi fup. p. 54. Buxtorf, Gram. Chald. et Syr. p. 36. Bafilez, 1615.

13. The
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14. The firft word of the fecond line here, which
has been injured by time, was not improbably rany,
or My, INFIXVM, ERECTVM, or COLLO-
CATVM EST; WAS FIXED, ERECTED, or
PLACED; as the fenfe of this part of the infcrip-
tion requires cither that term, or one of a fimilar
fignification. 'The chafm at the end of the feventh
line I fhall not take upon me to fill up; tho’ feveral
words might be offered for this purpofe, which would
conne@ thofe that precede and follow them, with
very great propriety. ‘That the ftone containing the
infcription belonged formerly to an altar, is abun-
dantly manifeft from the word 89, ET ARA
or ALTARE, towards the clofe of the fecond line.
Nor are we to be furprized, that feveral perfons are
mentioned here, as cancerned in the erection of it ;
fince a fimilar inftance, if not one exaltly parallel,
prefents itfelf to our view, in the fecond of Dr. Ber-
nard’s Greek Palmyrene infcriptions. The firft pro-
per name, being imperfect, cannot {o eafily be made
out; but the fecond I take to be OMRIBOL
SHEMS, or OMRIB OL SHEMS; which a pure
and genuine Arab would have wrote AMRIOL
SHEMS, or AMRI AL SHEMS, and a Greek
AMPICAMCOTY. For, that this was one of the
Palmyrene proper names, we learn from the fourth
of Dr. Bernards Greek Palmyrene infcriptions;
which exhibits it conme@ted with IARIBOL, or
IARIBOLIS, almoft in the fame manner as the
monument at prefent under confideration. And
this circumftance ought to be looked upon as an ad-
ditional argument, in favour of what is here ad-
vanced. The next word ZEBID, or ZEBIDA, is
likewife undoubtedly a Palmyrene proper name; as

moft
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moft evidently appears from the thirteenth of the
aforefaid infcriptions. 'The following term 133, BE-
NV, or BANYV (agreeing with the 4rabic) FILIO-
RVM, relates to all the perfons before-mentioned.
MALCHVS, IARIBOL, or IARIBOLIS, NA-
SA, and MATTHA, are proper names of men,
that occur in other Palmyrene infcriptions. That
the word ABDEBAL, i. e. THE SERVANT OF
BAL, or BAAL, applied to MATTHA’s father
here as his proper name, favours very ftrongly of the
Eaft, particularly of Syria, Pheenicia, and "Arabia,
where fuch proper names as thefe were frequently
aflumed, is too clear and obvious a point to ftand
in need of any proof. ‘

15. From the date prefixed to this infeription we
may conclude, that it is older than any of the others,
handed down to us in the Palmyrene language and
charalter, which have been hitherto publithed. For
it is dated in the year of Seleucus 360, and con-
fequently was preceded by the commencement of the
Chriftian @ra only 49 years, when the emperor Clau=
dius prefided over the Roman world.

16. From the laft obfervation we may colle&, that
one at leaft of the infcriptions, in the long portico,
ftill preferved amongft the ruins of Tadmor, is prior
to the reign of the emperor Hadrian ; though our
celebrated Dr. Halley, who had not feen this, which I
have now attempted to explain, took for granted,
that all of them were pofterior to the commence-
ment of that reign.

17. 1t has been thought proper here to add to the
plate of Mr. Dawkins’s inferiptions, in the Palmyrene
language and charadter, the two other plates, contain-
ing the Greek ones, with which he has favoured the

' public.
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public. Far, tho’ few of the latter diretly correfpond
with the former; yet, by the affinity between feveral
of the proper names, and the manner of expreflion,
whergin thoy appareatly agree, to omit other tircum-
frances ¢hat occur, they greatly contribute to explain
and illuftrate one another.

Several other remarks on thefe noble remains of an-
tiquity might here have been offered, and expatiated
upon; which, for the reafons already affigned, I muft
beg leave at prefent to fuperfede. In the mean time,
you will pleafe to accept of my moft grateful ac-
knowledgments for the favour done me, and believe
me to be, with all due fentiments of refpe&,

SIR,
Your moft obliged,
and moft obedient fervant,

J- Swinton.

LETTER IIL

Reverend Sir, Chrift-Church, Oxford, Sept. 2, 1754.

Read Nov. 7, AS the Royal Society have done me the

1754 honour to approve of my attempts to
explain Mr. Dawkins’s Palmyrene infcriptions, hand-
ed down to us in the antient Chaldee, or Syriac, cha-
radter; I have been thereby encouraged, before 1
conclude what I have to offer on that {fubje&, to
fubmit to their fuperior judgment the following ad-
ditional obfervations.

1. Though my numeral table, from Un1TY to a
THoUSAND, may be intirely depended upon; yet I
cannot,with the fame certainty, extendthis to thchi%hcr

numbers.
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numbers, However, as the Palmyrenes had no par-
ticular numeral charaGer for an HunDRED, as
had the (1) Greeks and the Romans ; from thence I
conclude it probable, that they by no means ex-
prefled a TrHousaAND by any fuch character. If
this be admitted, the following table of higher num-
bers may likewife be confidered by the learned, as
confonant to the true and genuine notation of the Pal-
myrenes.

PALMYRENE Numerals froma Thoufand # 2 Thoufand M/:lﬁo?x:
7000 IV} =57 10 D))
2000 MM S0 00,0157
3000 MMM S
4000 MMMM SN 4005.. y S0l
So00 190 S=Y ¥
Gooo 100M DY .6020..3 51y
Y 100MM =0y
Svoo 1D OMMM SDMY 8500..Y S0y
9000 10OMMMM W

70000 CCI0D ==/ ./o_/o...rz‘:'—w
700000 CCCIO2D =i ton el
7000000 CCCCID02D Sy
10000000 CCCCC12220D =Rl e V)

700000000  CCCCCCIDD222D oo D=/
1000000000 CCCCCCCIININIDD BT Do o oo/

(1) Herodian, ab Hen. Stephan, & Joh. Scapul. ad Lexic, Grece
calcem edit, Sertor. Urfat, De not. Romanor. Johannis Wall, Oper:
mathsmarics VQl, pris, ¢, Vi, pe 4346, Oxon, 1695, Thi

15
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This feries, or mannner of numeral expreflion, if
agreeable to the learned, may with the fame faci-
lity be coutinued ad infin:tum.

2. The Pa'myrene names of five of the twelve
months occur in our inferiptions,  Thefe are Pelful,
Tebeth, Nifan, Elud, and 1571, To which we may
add from a Palmyrene infeription, pubiithed by
{2) M. Spon, and others, that of a fixth, vz, Sfe-
bat, or Shabat, which has ben apriicd to one of
the Syrian Months by fome of the moit celebrated
(3) chrunologers.  Thefe names point out to us fix
months anfwering, in fome refpets at leaft, if not
intirely, to the Syro-Macedonian montlis, Apellecis,
Aydynaeus, Xantbicus, Gorpieas, Hyperberete:s, and
Peritius; as moft evidently appears frum what has
been obferved by the (4) lecrned Dr. Fabricius, and
the correfpondent Greek infcriptions.  But notwith-
ftanding the agreement here mentioned, t':at they
did not however exatly coincide with the Syro-
Macedonian months, we may perhaps be allowed
to infer from the (§) firft of Mr. Dawkins’s
Palmyrene infcriptions ; which feems to intimate,
that the fourth day of Tebeth was the twenty-
fourth of Aydyneus, and confequently that the
former began the twenty-firft day of the latter
month. And that this Palmyrene infcription has

2) Jacob. Spon. Mifeellan. Erudit. Antiquitat. p. 1. Lugduni,
1685. Joan. Polen. Utriufq. Thefaur. Ant, Rom. & Gree. Nov.
Supplement. Vol. IV. :p. 407, 650. Venetiis, 1737. Montfauc.
L’ Antiquité Expliquée, Tom, 1L. par. ii. p. 391. A Paris, 1719,

(3) Scalig. De Emendat. Tempor. p. 95, 350. Guliel. Bevereg.

Inflitut. Chronologic. p. 71. Lond. 1716. Jo. Albert. Fabric.
Menoleg. p. 20. Hamburgy, 1712,

(4) Jo. Albert. Fabric. ubi fup. p. 20, 44.
(5) Dawk. Marmos. Palmyren. Infcript, Palmyren. I, 8.

4 Z been



[ 730 ]

been rightly taken in the part under confideration,
may appear probable from hence, that the word
2% or PR in the plural number, feems to be
natura]ly connected with the numeral Four, and
occurs (6)atually conneéted with that numeral in the
Old Teftament. Unlefs it thould be faid, that what
now appears upon the face of the infcription as the
laft letter Nun was originally, though altered by
time, the Palmyrene numeral charater expreffing
TwenTy; to which indeed at prefent it is not
much unlike. Which if we admit, the word 23",
in the fingular number, muft be allowed to have a
connection here with the numeral TwenTy-
rour. Nor are fimilar inftances of fuch a con-
nection difficult to be found. Nay, the very ex-
preflion mpam omwy o3, DIE VICESIMO
QVARTO, ON THE TWENTY-FOVRTH
DAY, prefents itfelf to our view Haac. 1. 14. From
whence fome perfons will be apt to conclude, that
nothing can be more juft than the emendation here
propofed. It may not be improper to obferve, that
the Palmyrene infcription publithed by Gruter and
M. Spon, has (7) been preferved on a marbie, that
formerly remained in the garders belonging to Car-
dinal Carpegna, and afterwards in thofe of the
Princes Juftiniani, near St. John Lateran, at Rome.
I fhall take the liberty to infert here the Syrian, or
Syro-Chaldzan, and Syro-Macedonian names of the
aforefaid months, in order the more clearly to point
out the difference between them and thofe of the
Palmyrenes.

(6) Jup. xi. 40.
(7) Montfauc, L’ Autiquité Expliquée, Tom. IL, par. ii. p. 391.
A Paris, 1719.
Syro-
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Syro-Chaldzan names, Syro-Macedonian names. Palmyrene names,

Canun prior. Apelleus. Pellul,
Canun pofterior.  Aydyneus. Tebeth.
Shebat. Peritius. Shebat.
Nijan. Xanthicus. Nifan.
Eilul. Gorpiceus. Elul,
Tifis. ~ Hyperbereteus.  Tifri.

By the names Tebeth and Elu/ it fhould feem, that
the proper Syrians did not approach fo near the
Jews, in the appellations of their months, as did the
Palmyrenes.
3. In order to fet in a clearer light what has been
here obferved of the laft-mentioned infcription, I
have been perfuaded by the Reverend and very
Learned Mr. Sanford, Fellow of Balliol College, to
attempt an explication of it; which I now beg leave
to fubmit to the judgment of our moft illuftrious
Society. Nor fhall T be greatly cenfured, as the
forms of the letters, of which it is compofed, have
undoubtedly been altered by time; and as none
of the copies of it, that I have feen, have been
exaltly taken; if this in all points fhould not be
ftritly conformable to truth, All of thofe letters,
as exhibited by the copies now before me, are not
eafily reducible to the correfpondent elements in
Mr, Dawkins’s Palmyrene alphabet, by the affiftance
of which I have endeavoured to decipher this in-
feription.  However, as no fmall affiftance has like-
wife been afforded me by the Greek one anfwering to
it, and the numeral charalters at the end of it, as
well as by the fecond, third, and thisteenth, of Mr.
442 Dawkins’s
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Dawking’s Palmyrene infcriptions,  on which my
conje&ures have already been offered; 1 hope the
following interpretation of it (whick yet 1 would
have orly confidered as an imperfe@ effay) will not
prove unacceptable to the learned,

The Palmyrene Infcription publithed by Gruter and
M. Spon.

See Plate xxx, Number 1.

map AL N5DS 1 xrvna Sanbm biabays
n3 2250 23 m Ao

2 NP P S e e 593 my

™ e o3 nrs

AGLIBOLO ET MALACHBELO ET MONVMEN-
TVM ELEVATVM (five SIGNVM) ARGENTI ET OR-
NATVM EIVS PARAVIT EX MARSVPIO SVO IA-
RHZAVS (vel IARAVS) FILIVS HALIBZI (vel CHALIBAI)
FILIl IARHZI (vel IARAI) PROPTER OFFICIVM (five
RELIGIONEM) TIMORIS (i. e. EX VOTO A IARZEO
IN ALIQVO PERICVLO CONSTITVTO ET TIMORE
PERTERRITO FACTO) ET OB SALVTEM SVAM ET
SALVTEM LIBERORVM (vel FAMILIZE) EIVS MENSE
SHEBAT ANNI DXLVII.

IARZAVS THE SON OF HALIBAEVS, or CHALIBAVS,
THE SON OF TARAEVS, DEDICATED THIS ELE-
VATED MONVMENT OF SILVER, AND ITS ORNA-
MENTS, FREPARED AT HIS OWN EXPENCE, TO
AGLIBOLV3 AND MALACHBELVS, IN CONSEQVENCE
OF A VOW HE HAD MADE, WHEN IN GREAT
FEAR AND DANGER, AND FOR THE SAFETY,

HEALTH,
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HEALTH, or PRESERVATION, OF HIMSELF AND HIS

FAMILY, IN THE MONTH SHEBAT OF THE YEAR
DXLVIL

4. That the letter 11, (8) in Hebrew, Syriac,
Chaldee, and Pheenician words, fometimes an{wered
to the elements CH, or KH, fometimes to H, and at
other times was quiefcent, or endued with no power at
all, we may fairly infer from feveral inftances pro~
duced on this head by the famous M. Bochart.
From whence I fhall not {cruple to conclude, that
the Palmyrene proper names of men in this infcrip-
tion may be written in Latin either IARHAVS,
HALIBAVS, and IARHAEVS; or IARAVS,CHA-
LIBAVS, and IARAEVS: which if we admit, the
firft and laft of them are the very fame with one of
thofe, that occur in the (9) feventh of Dr. Bernard’s
Grecek Palmyrene infcriptions; and the other one ve
well known in the neighbourhoed of Tadmor. The
laft point is clearly evinced by the word CHALEB,
CHALIB, CHALIBON, or CHALYBON, the
name of a city at no great diftance from Tadmor,
‘which has been mentioned by the (10) prophet
Ezex1eL, Ptolemy, and Strabo.

5. That the language of this infcription is the
fame, with that of the others copied by Mr. Dawkins,
and confequently little different from the pure Syriac,

(8) Boch. Phal. Lib. I1I, c. xiv. p. 220. Chan. Lib, L. c. xxii.
p- 502. c.xliv. p. 765. & alib. pafs.

(9) Edward. Bernard, Monument, Palmyren. Infcript. vii. p. 4.
Rotteredami, 1716.

(10) EzEk. xxvii. 18. Ptol, Gesgr, Lib, v. ¢, 15. Strab, Gesggr.
Lib.-xv.

will
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will at firt fight appear to every one, who has been
in the leaft converfant with that diale&®. However,
that it contains one or two {light variations from the
pure Syriac, cannot well be denied ; fince the words
pow 993, for g ©M3, if rightly taken in Father
- Montfaucon’s copy, which I have followed here,
may not improperly be confidered in the light of
fuch variations. _

6. It appears from the matter of the infcription
now before us, that IARZEVS dedicated the monu-
ment therein mentioned to AGLIBOLVS and MA-
LACHBELVS, the two moft celebrated Palmyrene
deities, in order to perform a vow he had made, when
in great fear, and apprehenfive of fome imminent
danger; as likewife in order to avert both from him-
felf, and his family, all future evils and dangers. The
Palmyrene words therefore preferved on the ftone,
that exhibits them, confirm what has been fuggefted
by (11) M. Spon (which is not clearly deducible from
the Greek words anfwering to them) in relation to the
end, or defign, of IAREVS’s dedication of the mo-
nument pointed out to us by this infcription.

7. With regard to Mr. Dawkins’s Palmyrene in-
fcriptions, that indicate altars, or other votive monu-
ments, to have been ereed either on account of de-
liverances from fome impending dangers, in confe-
quence of vows formerly made ; or for the preferva-
tion of the perfons therein mentioried from future
evils ; nothing uncommon or extraordinary appears
inthem. Such infcriptions as thefe were not only

(xx) Jacob. Spon. ubi fup. p..2.
fome
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fometimes drawn out by the Palmyrenes, as is abun-
dantly evident from the third of (12) Dr. Bernard’s
Greek Palmyrene infcriptions, as well as that I am
here confidering, and another publithed by (13) M.
Spon; but likewife extremely common both amongft
the Greeks and Romans. In fupport of which
affertion a multitude of inftances might be produced,
did it ftand in the leaft need of them. But, as this
is not the cafe, it will be fufficient to refer the cu-
rious, for their farther fatisfaction in this particular,
(14) to the authors cited here.

8. As for the honorary infcriptions, fuch as are
exhibited by fome of the Palmyrene marbles, in-
fpeted by Mr. Dawkins, they were ftill, if poffible,
more common than the others, both amongft the
Greeks, the Romans, and the Palmyrenes. So com-
mon indeed, that whole volumes might be colleted
of them. Nay, many might judge too prolix a bare
enumeration of even the names of all thofe writers ;
though I fhall take the liberty to mention (14) fome
of them here, who have publifhed and attempted to
explain them.

(12) Edw. Bernard. Monument. Palmyren. Infcript, IIL p. 2.

(13) Jac. Spon. ubi fup. p. 3.

(14) Gruter. & Reinef. pafs. Baudelot. De Util. Peregrin, in Diis
Larib, Spon.. ubi fup. p. 4. Prid. Marm. Oxonienf. p. 282, 287.
Oxon. 1676. Raph. Fabret. pafs. Joan, Oliv. Rhodigin. in Maxm,
Yiac. Exercitat. C.iv. p. 23—33. &C. x. p. 70—82. Romz, 1719,
Lud. Ant. Murator. in Nov. Thefaur. Vet. Infiript. Mediolani,
1739, 1740, 1742. Marmor. Tautinenf. Augufte Taurinorum,
17435 1747 ;

(15) Gruter. Reinef. Prid. Raph. Fabret. Edw. Bernard. 2-
nument, Palmyren. Seller’s Append. to the Antiquit. of Palmyr, Lud,
Ant. Murator, ubi fup. Marmor. Taurinenf. &,

: 9. Three
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o. Three Palmyrene names of Syrian deities eccur
in Mr. Dawkins’s infcriptions, and that I am. at pre-
fent endeavouring to decipher; viz. IARIBOLVS,
AGLIBOLVS, and MALACHBELVS of which
the firft points out to us the Moon, and the other
two, according to fome very learned writers, the
Sun. That the firft name was antiently applied by
the Syrians and Palmyrenes to the Deus Lunus, or
the Moon, is allowed on all hands; and has (17)
been fo clearly demonftrated, that it does not ftand in
need of any farther proof. And that AGL1BOLVS,
or AGLIBOL, was in carly times one of the Syrian
names of the Sun, who was dignified by his adorers
with the title of MALAC, or MALEC, KING,
is, I conceive, plain fromr hence, that the word
(18) AGLIBAL, or AGLIBOL, apparently figni-
fiess, THE ROVND LORD; which appellation
could not fo properly and emphatically have been
applied to any other pagan divinity, as the fun. The
people of Tadmor wrote the laft word in the com-
pofition of this name %3, Baal, 3. Bal, or Bel,
and 912, Bo/, Bul, or Pul; as may be inferred from
fome of Mr. Dawkins’s Palmyrene (19) infcriptions,
in conjunétion with that I am now confidering,

(16) Jan. Gruter. Corp. Infeript. ex Recenf. et Annotat. Joan.
Georg. Grav. p. Ixxxvi. Amfteledami, 1707. Joan. Selden. De
Diis Syr. p. 226. Lipfiz, 1668. Bochart. Chan. Lib. II. c. viii. p.
811. Francofurti ad Mcenum, 1681.

(17) Edw. Bernard. Schol ad Monument. Palmyren. p. 21.
Tho. Smith. Annotat. in Monument. Palmyren. p. 53. Rottere-
dami, 1716, Cl. Halleius in 4¢2. Philofoph. Anglican. Vol. xix. n.
218. p. 171,

(18) Bochart. ubi fup.

(19) Dawk. Marm. Palmyren. Infcript. Palmyren. iv, 9. L 6.
Infcript. Palmyren, iii, L 5, .

which
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which has been publithed both by Gruter and M.
Spon. I have taken no notice of the name IVPITER
BELVS, though it occurs in the feventh of Dr. Ber-
nard’s Greek Palmyrene infcriptions; becaufe that
name, however the deity, to whom it appertained,
might have been reverenced by them, did not pro-
perly belong to the Palmyrenes. o

10. It has been remarked by (20) Mr. Seller, and
may be collected from fome of the (21) Palmyrene
infcriptions themfelves, that feveral of the moft emi-
nent citizens of Tadmor had both Syriac and Ro-
man names. To which I would beg leave to add,
that fome of their affumed furnames feem to be de-
ducible from the Greek language alfo; the words PHI-
LINVS, SELEVCVS, &ec¢. that occur in the fifth; -
fixth, &c. of Mr. Dawkins’s Palmyrene infcriptions,
beingapparentlyfuch furnames., And thisis farther con-
firmed by the Palmyrene words now before me, and
the correfpondent Greek infcription ; in the former
of which the Palmyrene, whofe memory has been
perpetuated by the monument I am at prefent con-
fidering, is called IARHAVS, or IARAEVS, and in
the latter, T. AVRELIVS HELIODORVS. Bat,
for a more particular account of the different appella-
tions of the Palmyrenes, I muft refer the curious to
the writer (22) laft mentioned here,

(20) Seller’s Append. c. ii.. p. 187, 188, 189, 190, &c. Lond.
1705,

(21) Dawk. Marm. Palmyren. Infcript. Palmyren. iv, 9. viii,
16. ix, 17. x, 19. &c. ,

(22, Seller’s Crit. Obfervat. &'e.

5 A in It
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r1. It will at firft fight be allowed, that the forms
of feveral of the letters, exhibited by the infcription
I am attempting to illuftrate, are confiderably dif-
ferent from thofe of the letters preferved by M.
Dawkins’s Palmyrene infcriptions; tho’ the forms
of every particular element repeated in the firft of
thefe monuments, at leaft if we may depend upon
F. Montfaucons’s copy, nearly refemble one arother.
From whence I would infer, that the letters of M.
Spon’s infcription were drawn at Rome, ecither by a
perfon not fufficiently acquainted with the true forms
of the Palmyrene letters; or by a native of fome
part of Syria, where an alphabet was ufed not ex=-
altly the fame with that of the Palmyrenes. The
latter of which fuppofitions feems to me at prefent
the more probable. I fhall therefore, in confequence
of this opinion, take for granted, at leaft till I can
meet with a more accurate copy of the Roman Pal-
myrene infcription, that the alphabet, to which its
elements belonged, was fomething different from that
of the Palmyrenes ; though I thould not be fuprized,
if hereafter, upon an infpection of that infcription,
thofe two alphabets thould appear to be intirely the
fame. Nor will this feem altogether improbable, if it
be confidered, that (23) one of Mr. Dawkins’s Palmy-
rene infcriptions is only three years earlier, and (24)
another of them not above feven years later, than the
monument I have now in view, What is here ‘ad~
vanced will perhaps be thought not fo remote from

(23) Dawk. Marm. Palmyren. Infcript. Palmyren. i, 8.
{24) Dawk. Marm. Palmyren. Infcript. Palmyren, iv, g.

truth,



[ 739 ]

truth, if we admit, what has been fuggefted by two
(25) very great men; viz. that this marble was
brought to Rome from Tadmor by the emperor
Aurelian himfelf, after he had pillaged the latter
of thofe cities, and treated its inhabitants with un-
common cruelty, according to one of his own let-
ters, ftill extant in (26) Vopifcus. Which notion
if we think fit to adopt, we muft likewife allow,
that the two deities exhibited by this ftone were
BAAL, BELVS, or IVPITER, and the SVN ; thofe
having been the deities, according to the authors who
have efpoufed this notion, as well as (27) Zofimus,
and not Herodian, as Dr. Hyde (28) afferts, whofe
images were carried from Tadmor to Rome by that
emperor.

After what has been obferved on this head, I thall
perhaps be excufed, if I lay before the Society the
following alphabet, deduced from the Roman Pal-
myrene infcription publithed by Gruter and M.
Spon.

(ZS) Selden- ubi ﬁlp' Tho- Hydl Hi/;o Rf]o V&’l. Pe’.'/'- Pc 116.
1r7. Oxon. 1700. ‘
26) Flav. Vopifc. in durelian,
27) Zofim. Lib. i.
(28) Hyd. ubi fup,

5A 2 The
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 py e
The PALMYRENE Alpbabet, according to the Inferyption

wbleshed by Gruter and Spon.
P by P

Palmyr, Hebr. Palmyr.  Hebr.
Aleph &K & zans 317 5
Beth AN 2D mem AN po)
Gimel L y w44 b
Daleth 11 N sanech D o
B AT T D ain AA Y
vaw A\ Y2 JD) 5
Zain ¢ 7woe ) Y
hete WINNIU T gt PP
Tt L O zeser T 3
Jod IO N Scin W @ &
apr 134 D Zhw MU D

It may not be improper to obferve, that the forms
of the Nun and the Ajin, in this alphabet, approach
nearer the modern Syriac forms of thofe letters, if
they do not intirely agree with them, than they do
thofe of the fame elements in the proper alphabet of
the Palmyrenes.

12, With
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12, With regard to the numeral characters, ftill
vifible on the Roman marble, it may not be amifs to
remark, that the laft of them feems to have been
altered by time. It was probably at firft two fhort
ftrait lines, which exprefs the number Two in
fome of (29) Mr.Dawkins’s Palmyrene infcriptions.
If this fhould be admitted by the members of our
moft learned Society, they will not be difpleafed to
fee the following numeral table, deduced from the
infcription I have been confidering, from UNiTY to
a THousaNnp, not a little refembling that of the
truc and proper Palmyrenes.

,oa‘y ‘, 747 .
PALMYRENE Numerals from One & a Thouland ,

according bo the Infereplion publyh d by Grager .

D >4, XL 3o XXI 13| XI >

DC >/ L w»| XX 73| Xl ey /"

EHH

DCC /A LX )| XXuL /)| XM e "
POCC B A| LXX N XXIV /3| XV i v
PCCCC D M A|IXZX D) XXV 42| XV Ax| vV 2

DCCCCXX M/ XC >IN XXVI /1D XVI /A VI /A

DCCCCXL DI/ c  w/|XXVE pyO[XVIL /AT>|{VE /A

PCCCCLX W3B/ma|  ©C v # [KXVIL /¢ AD[XVIE /// s> |\VIL /1A

DCCCCLIXX OB/ CCC "D/ | XXIX /1//3) XIX /it A | IX 11 A

M w/iccce il XXX D xxX 2] X v

(29) Dawk, Marws, Palmyren, Infeript, Palmyren, iv, 9. v, 1.
vil, 13, &co
This
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‘This table, if the manner of numeral expref-
fion offered to the confideration of the Society in
the beginning of this letter be allowed, may be cen-
tinued ad infinitum.

13. It is worthy obfervation, that the word 3,
HIS SONS, in the Roman Palmyrene infeription, de-
noted IARZEVS’s whole family, and confequently in-
cluded both the wife (as manifeftly appears from the
Greek infcription anfwering to it) and the daughters
(if he had any) of that Palmyrene. From whence
we may conclude, that this word was pretty fre-
quently ufed in fuch an extenfive fignification, about
the middle of the third century after CHr1s?, and
probably much (30) earlier, at leaft in fome parts of
the Eaft.

As I have expatiated fo largely upon Gruter’s
Palmyrene infcription, with which perhaps it may
be thought I was not at firft fo immediately con-
cerned, I am afraid you will efteem me too pro-
lix. I {hall therefore only beg leave farther to obferve,
that fufficient acknowlegments can never be made
to Mr. Dawkins, for the honour he has done his
country, and fervice to the republic of letters, in
copying fo exally fuch a number of infcriptions,
which were before intirely loft to the learned world ;
and to affure you that I am, with the higheft regard,

SIR,
Your moft obliged,
and moft obedient humble fervant,

John Swinton.

(30) Val Schind. Lex, Pentaglet, p, 211, Hanoviz, 1612.
LET-
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LETTER IV.

Reverend Sir, Chrift-Church, Oxford, O&. 10, 1754.

Read Nov. !4:N OT long after I had finithed my
1754 ~ conjectures upon the Palmyrene in-
fcription publifhed by (1) Gruter and (2) M. Spon,
I received a moft obliging letter from M. 'Abbé
Barthelemy, member of the Royal Academy of In-
feriptions and Belles-Lietters at Paris, and keeper of
the medals in the French king’s cabinet ; wherein he
informed me, that he had taken great pains to ex-
plain that infcription, and another drawn in the fame
charadter, publithed likewife by (3) M. Spon. As
he feemed to think, that he had not intirely deci-
phered thofe infcriptions, he recommended it to me
to take them both into my confideration, and t.
what I could make of them. I received alfo, at the
fame time, from that very learned and polite gentle-
man, as a prefent, a copy of his refletions upon
the alphabet and language of Palmyra ; which, efpe-
cially as the piece itfelf is the refult of great fagacity
and erudition, I efteem as an additional favour.
M. ’Abbé Barthelemy acquainted me in his letter,
that he had procured a moft faithful and exa& copy
of the fecond Roman Palmyrene infcription, which
enabled him to exprefs it by the fquare, or Chaldee,

(1) Jan. Gruter, Corp. Infiript. ex Recenf. & Aunotat, Joan.
Georg. Grav. p. Ixxxvi. Amftelzedami, 1707.

(2) Jac. Span. Mifcellan, Erudit. Antiquitat. p. 1. Lugduni, 1683,

(3) Idem ibid. p. 3.

letters
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letters exhibited in his third plate. It may not be
improper to abferve here, that we are obliged for
the publication of this laft infeription to (4) F.
Montfaucon, (5) Mr. Reland, and (6) Sig. Po-
Ieni, as well as to M. Spon. )

In my anfwer of the 8th inft. to M. 'Abbé’s
letter, dated at Paris, Sept. 5th, which reached me
here the 12th of the fame month, I told him, that
I had drawn out my conjeGures upon the firft of the
infcriptions he defired me to give fome attention to,
before the arrival of his letter ; but that I could not
at prefent find time to attempt an explication of the
other. Nor indeed ought I to think of undertaking
fuch a tafk, before I can procure an accurate copy
of the infcription to be explained, which M, I’Abbé
Barthelemy fays he is in poffeflion of ; thofe to be
met with in F. Montfaucon, Mr. Reland, Sig. Po-
leni, and M. Spon, being fo inaccurately taken,
that, with regard to the forms of the letters they
exhibit, they cannot certainly be depended upon.

If the fquare, or Chaldee, letters at the bottom of
M. I’Abbé’s third plate do really anfwer to the Pal-
myrene clements, they are intended to reprefent ; the
SV N had the name,or furname,of MALACHBELYVS,
MALACBELYVS, or MALECBAL, that is to fay,
KING BAAL, given him by the Palmyrenes. Which

" (4) Montfauc, L’ Antiquit. Explig. Tom. II. par. ii. p. 392. pl

clxxix.

(5) Hadrian. Reland. Paleft. lllufirat. Tom. ii. p. 526. Trajecti
Batavorum, 1714.

(6) Joan. Polen. Utriufg, Thefuur. Antiguitat. Romanar. & Gre-
¢ary Nov, Supplement. Vol. quart. p. 411, 654. Venetiis, 1737.
it
4
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if we admit, the names, or furnames, of AGLIBOL,
or AGLEBAL, and MALECBAL, may be confi-
dered as two different titles, or {urnames, of the SVN ;
or rather as two appellations pointing out to us two
pagan divinities, with which the Palmyrenes were
{upplied by the different appearances, or influences,
of the Sun in fummer and winter. This notion has
been countenanced (7) by Salmafius, and fome (8)
other very learned men. However, I muft frankly
own,, that I cannot, to my intire fatisfaction, yet trace
out the elements M.I’Abbé has favoured us wi h, in
any of the copies of this infcription, that has hither-
to fallen under my infpection.

That IVPITER and the SVN were looked upon as
the fame deity, and denominated BAAL, or BAAL
SHEMESH, by the people of Abila, a town of Syria,
at no very great diftance from the famous He iopolis,
if not by the Palmyrenes; we may, I think, fairly
infer from an infcription in the Palmyrene charadter,
copied by (9) Signiore Pietro- della Valle, (10) at
Teive, or Teibe, between two and three days (1r)
journey from Tadmor, in conjunétion with a (12)
Gregk ane publithed by Dr.Bernard, that appears pon
the fame ftope. The infeription in the Palmyrene cha-

P,

(7) Claud. Salmaf. ad Flav. Vopilc. in Dy, Aurelsan.

(8) Jan. Grauter. ubi fup, Joan. Selden. De Diis Syr. Syntag. ii.
p- 226. Lipfiz, 1668. Bochart. Cham. p. 811. Francofurti ad Mee+
nunl, 1681,

g) Hadr. Reland. ubi fup. p.- 525, 526
(10) Pbilofgph. Tranfeid. Vol. xix. n. 217. p. 109, & n, 218.

p. 173 _
11) Phibfoph. Tranfust. Vol xix. n. 217, p. 109.
fm} Ed‘ly gcmaﬂ. %um Palu_mrz p- 2. Rotteredami,
1916
s B racter,
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ralter, as to the forms of fome of its letters, has
either been a little inaccurately taken by Signiore
Pietro della Valle himfelf; or a little inaccurately
copied by Mr. Maflon, from that gentleman’s origi-
nal papers. However, as the words AGATHA-
GELVS, or AGATHANGELVS, ABILENYVS,
BAAL, and SHEMESH, therein plainly enough
occur ; I would, if fuch a liberty might be indulged
me by the learned, willingly beftow the following
Latin and Englith verfions upon the infcription now
in view.

See Plate xxx, Number 11.

200 owdax mm wow bpab
D5MIN NEY NN

BAAL SHEMESH (BELO SOLI vel DOMINO SOLI)
DEO ABILENO DOMICILIVM (HABITATIONEM vel
MANSIONEM) INCOLVMITATIS (vel SALVTIS) FE-
CIT AGATHANGELVS.

AGATHANGELVS PREPARED A PLACE OF SAFE-
TY, or HEALTH, FOR BAAL SHEMESH, THE SVN,
or IVPITER THE THVNDERER, THE GOD OF
THE ABILENES.

'That the infcription, according to this interpre-
tation, fufficiently exprefles the fenfe of the Greek
one anfwering to it, though in a very concife man-
ner, will not, I believe, be denied; which may be
confidered as a pretty ftrong prefumption, that my
explication of it cannot be very remote from truth.
But this will be ftill more evident from a clofer

atten-
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attention to the particular terms of which it is
compofed.  The fignification of the two firft
words ww Spab, BAAL SHEMESH, or DO-
MINO SOLI, cannot well be miftaken, That
the third word 99 MAR, may be tranflated into
Latin either (13) DOMINO or DEO, will by every
orientalift be eafily allowed. The fourth manifeftly
appears to be wyybax, ABILENVS, or in Latin by
appofition ABILENO ; though the fecond, fourth,
and fifth, of its letters have been fomething altered
and effaced. The fifth 201 may be looked upon as
the fame with 30w, or 3¥n, (14) DOMICILIVM,
HABITATIONEM, MANSIONEM, &c. the Sy-
rians (14) fometimes fupprefling P4u, and ufing
Samech for Schin. The fixth IN13D, or (16) D,
anfwers to the Latin INCOLVMITATIS, SALV-
TIS, &c. The feventh XY apparently denotes (17)
FECIT, PERFECIT, ABSOLVIT, &c. the Sy-
rians not feldom converting the Hebrew He in (18)
verbs of this kind into Aleph. And the eighth, if

~ (13) Edm. Caftel. Lex. Heptaglot. p. 2128. Val. Schind. Lex.
Pentaglot. p. 10344 1035.

(14) Edm. Caft. ubi fup. p. 1648. Val. Schind. ubi fup. p. 814,
8

(S I 5) See the firft Roman Palmyrene infcription, as above ex-
plained. Schind. ubi fup. p. 1826, & alib.
fu(m) Vid. Targ. & Verf. Syriac. in Prov. ii. 7. & Caftel. ubi
p. P. 2450.
14(();7) Caftel. ubi fup. p. 292.8, 2929. Schind. ubi fup. p. 1399,
élé) Joh. Buxtorf. Thefaur. Gram. Hebr. p. 251, 252. Bafilez,
1663. Buxtorf. Gram. Chald. et Syriac, p. 161, Bafile®, 1615,
Schind. ubi fup. p. 313, 314, 315, &c.

§B 2 an
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an allowance be made for a {mall alteration in the
fecond and fixth letters, wilt be oS, AGA-
THAGELVS, AGATHAGGELVS, or, as the
Greeks pronounced, and the Romans wrote it, AGA~
THANGELVS; the Greek Nu being (19) fome-
times omitted in eaftern words, and fometimes fup-
plying the (20) place of Dagefch Forte. Whence
we may conclude, that the Abilenes, who were
neighbours to the Heliopolitans, if not the people of
Tadmor, took the Greek ZETS KEPATNIOS,
the Roman IVPITER FVLGVRATOR, or IV-
PITER THE THVNDERER, and BAAL
SHEMESH, or the SVN, for the fame deity ; and
confequently that whether we look upon the words
AGLIBOLVS and MALACHBELVS as pointing
out to us IVPITER, or BELVS, and the SVN, (21)
as fome imagine, or only the latter of thofe deities, as
others (22) will bave it, we cannot greatly err.
From the infcription now before us we may likewife
colle&, that fome of the Syrians, inhabiting diftri@s
not in the neighbourhood of Tadmor, made ufe of
the very fame letters, or alphabet, about the year
of our Lorp 134, which then prevailed amongft the
Palmyrenes. _

What has been here advanced, in relation to the
identity of the Greek ZET>, the Roman IVPITER,
and BAAL SHEMESH, or the SVN, is perfe@ly
confonant to the fentiments of Macrobius on this

(x9) Bochart, Chan. p. 833
(20) Idem ibid. & p. 534«
(21) Zofim. Lib. i. Tho. Hyd. Hift. Rel.vet. Perf. p. 117.
(22) Jan. Gruter, & Joan. Selden. ubi fup. Sam. Bochart. ubi
fup'o p‘ 81‘0
4 head 3
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head ; who exprelly (23) affirms, that the Greek
ZETS, the Roman IVPITER, the principal god
of the Heliopolitans, and therefore undoubtedly
that of their neighbours the Abilenes, were the
very fame deity with the SVN. Nec ipfe Fupiter,
fays that writer, rex deorum, Solis naturam videtur
excedere ; fed eumdem effe fovem ac Solem claris
docetur indiciis. In fupport of which affertion
he cites Homer, Plato, Cornificius, Pofidonius,
and Cleanthes; who, according to him, abfolutely
evince fuch a notion, The Affyrians alfo, or Syri-
ans, if we will believe (24) him, allowed the IV-
PITER of the Heliopolitans, and therefore in all like-
lihood the IVPITER of their neighbours the Abilenes,
to have been BAAL SHEMESH, or the SVN. 4/
Jyrii quogue, adds he, Solem fub nomine Fovis (i.'e.
BAAL, BAALIES, vel BELI), gzem Dia Her1oPO-
LITEN cognominant, maximis caremoniis celebrant in
civitate, gue Heliopolis nnucuparur, Nay, which is
diretly in point, from the {fame author it very clearly
(25) appears, that IVPITER HELIOPOLITES was
not only BAAL SHEMESH, or the SVN, bat like=
wife, in conformity to our infcriptions, the ZETS
KEPATNIOS, or IVPITER THE THVN-
DERER, of the Greeks. Hunc wero, continues
he, eumdem fovem Solemque effe cum ex ipfo facro-
rum ritu, tum ex habitn dimfeivur. Simulacrum
enim awreum Jpecie imberbi inflat dextra elevata

(23) Macrob. Saturn. Lib. L ¢, xxiil. p. 215217, Lond,
I .
2'4.) Idem ibid,
izs) Idem ibid.
cUM
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CVM FLAGRO IN AVRIGA MODVM ; leva tenet
FVLMEN ef fpicas, que cunéla Fovis Solifque con-
Jociatam potentiam monfirant. Sanchoniatho, Philo
Byblius, Servius, Herodian, Julius Capitolinus, and
others, in effe® likewife affert the (26) fame thing.
And that the Sun was antiently worfhiped in thofe
parts of Syria, bordering upon Palzftine, under the
name of Shemefb, or Baal Shemefb, is fufficiently
implied by the local names Beth Shemefb, the temple
of Shemefb, or the Sun; Ir Shemefb, the city of She-
mefb, or the Sun; Har Shemefb, the mountain of
Shemefh, or the Sun, &c. which (27) not feldom occur
in Scripture. It has been remarked by Salmafius (28),
that feveral nations and cities of the Eaft paid divine
honours to the Sun under different appellations,
each of them having one or more peculiar to itfelf.
The people of Tadmor gave him the furnames of
Aglibolus, and Malachbelus, as has been already ob-
ferved ; the citizens of Emefa, or Hems, called him
Alagabalus, Elagabalus, or Heliogabalus ; the Perfians
denominated him Miber, or Mibr, which was convert-
ed into Mithra by the Greeks ; the Babylonians digni-
fied him with the title of Baal, or Bel, importing
Lord ; and the Abilenes, according to the infcription
I have been endeavouring to decipher, Baal Shemefb.
With regard to the nature of the manfion, cham-
ber, or apartment, ereted and fitted up by AGA-
THANGELYVS for BAAL SHEMESH, the SVN,

26) Bochart. ubi fup. p. 736, 737.

( 7
(27) Matth. Hiller. Onamaj?. Sacr. p. 771, 772+ Tubingz, 1706,
(25) Claud, Salmaf, ubi fup. P 77877 g, 17

or
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or IVPITER THE THVNDERER, I muft refer
the curious to what has been faid by (29) Mr. Seller,
and the authors cited by him, on this head ; as I can-
not, confiftently with the brevity here propofed, at pre-
fent expatiate farther uponit. To what has been ad-
vanced, in order to illuftrate this infcription, which
has never hitherto been explained, feveral other par-
ticulars, perhaps not altogether unworthy the atten-
tion of the learned, might have been added, were it
not for the reafon juft hinted at. For as I may pro-
bably be thought to have treated the point before me
in too copious, or rather prolix, a manner; it might
be deemed improper to offer any farther obfervations
at this time relative to it. I fhall therefore only
intreat you to believe me to be, with the greateft
refpect and efteem,

SIR,
Your moft obliged,
and moft obedient fervant,
John Swinton.

(29) Sel. ubi fup. p. 364369,

ERRATA.

P. 224. 1. 13, 14. read— Pﬂ’nand N,
P, 726. 1, 3. immediately after the parenthefis, read—=unlefs we fup.
pofe it to have been originally %3,

LETTER



[ 752 ]
LETTER V.,

Reverend Sir, Chrift-Church, Oxford, O&. 21, 1754.

Read Nov. 14, T N my laft letter I intimated to you,

A that ‘T had no intention to offer any
conjectures, at leaft for the prefent, upon the fecond
Roman Palmyrene infcription, publifhed by F. Mont-
faucon, Mr. Reland, Sig. Poleni, and M. Spon,
for the reafon therein affigned. But having fince
been prompted by my curiofity to compare Mr. Re-
land’s copy of it, by the affiftance of the two Pal-
myrene alphabets I imagine myfelf to have difco-
vered, with the Chaldee letters, that appear at the
bottom of M. I'’Abbé Barthelemy’s third plate; I
find that the latter may be fuppofed tolerably well to
reprefent the former, and from thence am induced
to conclude, that M. 'Abbé’s copy of the fame in-
fcription muft have been pretty accurately taken.
This has excited me to attempt, with all the atten-
tion I am capable of, an explication of that in-
fcription ; the refult of which I now do myfelf the
honour to fend you, drawn up in the fhorteft, and
moft concife, manner poffible.

The infcription then, after the intreduction of an
emendation in the fecond line, and of two addi-
tional letters in the third, which I would recom-
mend to the confideration of the learned, may
perhaps be pretty eafily exhibited in the Chaldee
charatter, and demonftrated to exprefs the fenfe of
the Latin infcription, with which it is fuppofed to
correfpond.

The
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The fecond Roman Palmyrene infcription, pub-
lithed by Mr. Reland, from a copy taken of it by
Mr.Maflon, in his Paleft. Illuftrat, Tom., ii. p. §26.
Traje@i Batavorum, 1714. ‘ |

See Plate xxx, Number 111.

a1 ox5Y basbinb 7 xnby
sa5n D5 DML 3P
5w oS R

ARAM HANC MALACHBELO ET DIIS TADMOR
OBTVLIT (vel DEDICAVIT) TIBERIVS CLAVDIVS
CALBIENSES ET TADMORIENSES (vel PALMYRENI)
DIIS SVIS VOTVM SOLVERVNT.

“TIBERIVS CLAVDIVS DEDICATED THIS ALTAR
TO MALACHBELVS AND THE GODS OF TADMOR :
THE CALBITES AND THE TADMORITES (or PAL-
MYRENES) HAVE PERFORMED THE VOW THEY
MADE TO THEIR GODS.

"The terms, which form this infcription, are {o clear
and intelligible, that it would be fuperfluous to ex-
patiate upon them. My converfion of M. I'’Abbé
Barthelemy’s dubious Samech and Fod, the powers of
which he feems not abfolutely to haye afcertained,
into Yod and Aleph, in the word aab3, at the end
of the fecone line, is fufficiently juftified, and even
rendered inconteftable, by the word N9, that
immediately follows, and the correfpondent Latin

5C infcription,
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infeription.  That part of the feventh letter in
19N? has been conneded with the preceding
element, and the other part defaced by the injuries
of time, at firft fight feems clearly enough to ap-
pear ; though, had this not been the cafe, we ma
eafily conceive, from what has been already obferved,
that the Palmyrenes fometimes in the affix P might
have omitted the letter (1) 7ax. The pronoun (2)
M or (3) N7 (not 7 (4) which is undoubtedly He-
brew) and the words NI 8355 1P by
w;n‘n%&‘: are all of them of the pure Syriac form.,
As for %3 omaw, TIBERIVS CLAVDIVS, feve-
ral fimilar inftances of fuch Roman proper names,
written in the Palmyrene charadter, have already (5)
been produced.

That the laft word was originally Y%, SOLVE-
RVNT, or rather VOTVM SOLVERVNT, HAVE
PERFORMED THE VOW, as I have taken the
liberty to tranflate it here, is clearly evinced by the
latter part of the Latin infcription; with which this
tranflation fo exaltly correfponds. The term mor,
as confined to the fignification now affigned it, is
apparently (6) Syriac; and occurs both in the (7)
Old and New Teftament. Hence we may conclude,
that TIBERIVS CLAVDIVS, by the dedication of
this altar, enabled feveral of the CALBITES and
TADMORITES, who ated under his command, to

(1) See my Third Letter, p. 734. 1. .
(2) Edm, Caftel. Lex Heptaglot. p. 631, 632. Lond. 1669,
(3) Idem. ibid.
(4) Val.Schind. Lex. Pentaglet. p, 467. Hanoviz, 1612, Caftel,
ubi fup. p. 1019,
5) See my Fir/t and Second Letters,
56) Edm. Caftel. Lex. Heptaglot. p. 3766,
(7) Psav, xxii, 25. MATTH. V. 33.

perform
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erform or accomplith a vow they had made ; and that
ge conducted fome important enterprize, which had
occafioned that vow, with great fuccefs. Whether the
principal figure on that fide of the ftone, which exhi-
bits the Palmyrene infcription, was intended to repre-
fent the SVN (8), as F. Montfaucon and others have
afferted ; or TIBERIVS CLAVDIVS himfelf, as
fome perhaps may fuppofe not lefs probable; I fhall
not pretend to decide : but that the inference here de-
duced from the term, which 1 have now been confi-
dering, can by no means be deemed unjuft, will, I
flatter myfelf, by the learned be very readily allowed.
Who the CALBITES mentioned in this infcrip-
tion were, we cannot {o eafily learn from any of the
Greek or Latin authors. However, I make not the
leaft doubt, but they muft have belonged to the
Calbites taken notice of by (9) Abulfeda, the cele-
brated Arabian hiftorian; who, according to that
writer, were a tribe of Arabs that acknowledged
for their great progenitor Calb Ebn Wabra, de-
fcended in a right line from Hamyar, the fon of
Saba, the fifth of the antient kings of Yaman, This
tribe, in the times of ignorance (10), that is to fay,
before the introduction of Iflamifm into Arabia, oc-
cupied Dawmat Al Jandal, Tabic, and feveral other
places upon the confines of Syria. From whence, in
conjunction with the infcription now before me, which
perhaps was brought to Rome from Tadmor by
the emperor Aurelian himfelf, we may infer, that

(8) Montfauc, L’ Antig. Explig. Tom. IL. par. ii. p. 391, 392.
(9) Ifim. Abulfed. in cap. De Arab. pur. Poc. Not, in Spec. Hif?.
Arab. p. 40, 41. Oxon. 1650.
(10) Al Kadi Saed Ebn Ahmed Andalofen. apud Greg. Abul
Faraj, in Hift. Dynaft, p. 159. Oxon. 1663,
5C 2 : the
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‘the Calbites, before the birth of Mohammed,
probably extended themfelves from Dawmat Al
Jandal and Tabiic to the borders of Palmyrene, and
were. even poflefled of fome diftricts in the neigh-
bourhood of Tadmor. According to the correfpond-
ent (11) Latin infcription, the TADMORITES,
or PALMYRENES, as well as the (12) CAL-
BITES, mentioned here to have exprefled {uch a re-
gard for their local or tutelary deities, muft have been
foldiers belonging to the third cohort of one of the
Roman legions, then quartered either at Tadmor, or
fome other place in the territories of the Palmyrenes,
But who TIBERIVS CLAVDIVS was, what com-
mand he had affigned him in the Roman forces, or
even at what time precifely he lived, for want of
fufficient light from antient hiftory, I cannot at pre-
fent take upon me to determine.

Thus, Sir, you have my thoughts upon the fecond
Roman Palmyrene infcription, the only one of thofe
hitherto publithed, which I have not already touched
upon, laid before you with all poffible brevity. For
the reft, I remain, with the higheft refpe&t and
efteem, SIR, ‘

Your moft obedient humble fervant,

John Swinton.

(11) Jacob. Spon. Mifiellan. Erudit. Antiquitat. p. 3. Lugduni,
1685.

(12) Itappears from Eutychius, that the Calbites acknowledged
the fovereignty of the emperor Heraclius, and that even part of a
body of troops, aflembled by that prince to oppofe the Moflem
forces, was drawn out of their tribe, in the Khalifat of Abu Becr.
Eutych, Znnal. Tom, ii, p, 270=273. Oxon. 1656.

LXXXVIIL.
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